
Dec ‘22 to Feb ’23

• Little Donegal: Book Launch • Festive Craftmaking • 
• Writing Workshops • Wellbeing Classes • And More! • 



United We Will Swim!

Welcome
Welcome to the latest edition of What’s On, your guide to all the events run 
by Govanhill Baths through winter 2022/23. Though weather may be chilly, we 
have loads of activities worth getting out for!
We are very excited to be launching our new book Little Donegal, which traces 
the history of Irish people in the Gorbals and in Govanhill. It outlines the 
different periods of migration, their backdrop in Ireland, and aims to challenge 
some of the myths that still exist about the Irish in Scotland, many of which 
are repeated about more recent immigrants.
Staying with the historical theme, running from January to March, we have 
new arts workshops focused on the history of Govanhill that will include 
walks and museum visits.
We have some festive craft workshops in our ceramics and upcycling projects 
to help with your Yuletide decorating.
Our Health and Wellbeing programme continues with its range of free 
activities to improve your physical and mental wellbeing.
Finally, we are looking for new members to join the Govanhill Baths 
Community Trust board as we move towards reopening our beloved building. 
Applications close at the end of January 2023. 

Govanhill Baths Community Trust Registered Charity No: SC036162

Govanhill Baths Office 
126 Calder Street, Glasgow G42 7QP 
T: 0141 433 2999 
E: info@govanhillbaths.com
The Deep End / Rags to Riches 
21 Nithsdale Street, Glasgow G41 2PZ 
T: 0141 423 3919 
E: deepend@govanhillbaths.com 
E: rags2riches@govanhillbaths.com
The People’s Pantry 
488 Cathcart Road, Glasgow G42 7BX 
E: peoplespantry@govanhillbaths.com

Community Wellbeing Office 
192 Allison Street, Glasgow G42 8RR 
T: 0141 258 8268 
E: community@govanhillbaths.com 
E: wellbeing@govanhillbaths.com
The Base / Youth Club 
494 Cathcart Road, Glasgow G42 7BX 
T: 0141 387 1525 
E: youth@govanhillbaths.com

Contacting Us

Always stay up to date with our events, sign up to receive our 
email newsletters: bit.ly/BathsSignup

Govanhill Baths Arts
Remembering the Future, Women’s Group (Free)
Wed 18 Jan – 22 Mar | 10:00am – 12:00pm | Book: tinyurl.com/yhp8j5e3
Milk Cafe, 452 Victoria Road, Glasgow G42 8YU
Weekly workshops open to women from global majority backgrounds 
interested in the history and artefacts of the Govanhill area. These varied art 
workshops will be inspired by guided walks and museum visits responding to 
local histories, urban spaces and cultural experience. Women only. Our use of 
the word ‘women’ is inclusive of Trans and Intersex women. When completing 
the booking form please let us know of any access needs that we may be able 
to help with.

Remembering the Future, Youth Group (Free 10 – 21yrs)
Thur 19 Jan – 23 Mar | 5:00 – 7:00pm | Book: tinyurl.com/32y6zu7h
The Deep End, 21 Nithsdale Road, Glasgow G41 2PZ
Exploring Govanhill’s past and present.  Fun weekly workshops for young 
people, 10 – 21 year of age, interested in the history and artefacts of the 
Govanhill area. These varied art workshops will be inspired by guided walks 
and museum visits responding to local histories, urban spaces and cultural 
experience. The workshops will use art as a way to come together, share our 
cultural experiences and local histories through printmaking, creative writing, 
walking and photography. When completing the booking form please let us 
know of any access needs that we may be able to help with.

“I’ll Show You What a Woman Can Do” – Writing 
Workshops (Free)
Wed 25 Jan, 01, 08, 15 & 22 Feb | 6:00 – 7:30pm | Book: tinyurl.com/2952xj3s
The Deep End, 21 Nithsdale Road, Glasgow G41 2PZ
Leading up to International Women’s Day on 03 March 2023 we will use 
prompts and references for writing exercises about gender identity, women’s 
activism, self-portraiture, and women’s place in society as it stands today. 
Materials will be available for writing tasks to be combined with collage, 
painting, and printing. Our use of the word ‘women’ is inclusive of Trans and 
Intersex women. These workshops are also open to non-binary people who 
are comfortable in a space that centres the experience of women. When 

Arts continued overleaf
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Govanhill Baths Arts continued

completing the booking form please let us know of any access needs that we 
may be able to help with. 

Collective Listening: Valentines Radio (Free)
Tue 14 Feb | 1:00 – 3:30pm | Book: tinyurl.com/2v3j7rwh
The Deep End, 21 Nithsdale Road, Glasgow G41 2PZ
This Collective Listening event will share a series of audio fiction, radio stories 
and immersive sound pieces on the theme of friendship, solidarity, hope, 
resistance and love.  Come join for a special free Valentine’s group lunch and 
hear live readings and performances, as well as multi-language sound pieces. 
When completing the booking form please let us know of any access needs 
that we may be able to help with. 

Dreamlands Pottery Workshops (Free)
Fri 17 Feb, 03 & 31 Mar | 11:30am – 2:00pm | Book: tinyurl.com/36b52n5k
The Deep End, 21 Nithsdale Road, Glasgow G41 2PZ
Artist Mina Heydari-Waite will be hosting workshops for the continuing 
‘Dreamlands Pottery’ project. The workshops are open to women from global 
majority backgrounds who will meet every two weeks for clay-based work 
exploring dreams and talismans as tools of resistance. The group is open to all 
abilities, with beginners very welcome. Lunch and travel costs will be provided, 
and support for childcare can be arranged. 
Our use of the word ‘women’ is inclusive of Trans and Intersex women, and this 
project is also open to non-binary people who are comfortable in a space that 
centres the experience of women.  ‘Global majority’ is a collective term that 
refers to people who are Black, Asian, Brown, mixed-heritage, indigenous to the 
global south, and/or have been racialised as ‘ethnic minorities’. So by this we 
mean everyone from recently arrived new Scots to third generation women.

“In Walking Together We Make the Path” Social 
Dreaming Workshops (Free)
Tuesdays 07 Mar | 6:00 – 7:30pm | Book: tinyurl.com/52dnbb2a
Location: Local venue to be confirmed
Social dreaming is a reflective practice in which people share their dreams and 
associated thoughts in a group, layering up a collaborative collage of images, 

Govanhill Baths Ceramics

Festive Decorations Workshop
Wed 03 Dec | 11:00am - 1:00pm  | 11:00am – 1:00pm | £30
The Deep End, 21 Nithsdale Road, Glasgow G41 2PZ
Come along and make your special individual Festive decorations for your tree, 
table or mantelpiece! You will be using stamps and cutters with white clay and 
your pieces will be glazed and fired in time for pick-up before Christmas!
To book: tinyurl.com/2njyzfxv

Beginners’ Handbuilding
Wed 11 Jan – 01 Feb | 6:30 – 8:30pm | £125
The Deep End, 21 Nithsdale Road, Glasgow G41 2PZ
Over four consecutive Wednesday evenings, this class will guide you through 
the various techniques required to get a ‘handle’ on hand building. Starting with 
the basic techniques, of pinching, coiling and slabbing, you will gain confidence 
in working with clay and have scope to try out some of your own ideas. 
Beginners will be fully supported and directed throughout the course. More 
experienced participants will be given the room to develop.
To book: tinyurl.com/mzpa8uct

ideas, cultural references and feelings. At the heart of social dreaming is the 
idea that our dreams may speak of the social contexts we are embedded in 
– our groups, our communities, our cultures – as much as they may speak of 
our inner lives. The aim of social dreaming is not to interpret a dream for an 
individual dreamer; instead it asks, what are we dreaming as a people?
Each workshop will be followed with a communal meal and support for public 
travel will be available. 
For more details, questions or to let us know about your access requirements, 
please contact Mina at minacc@govanhillbaths.com
Open to people of marginalised genders: including women and trans, intersex 
and non-binary people. Languages other than English. Childcare support can be 
provided for those with childcare responsibilities.

Ceramics continued overleaf



Rags to Riches Online Shop

www.govanhillbaths.com/shop

Visit our shop for a fantastic range of unique 
upcycled designs that are brilliant for the 
planet! 

Throwing Pots for Beginners
Wed 11 Jan – 01 Feb | 6:30 – 8:30pm | £150
The Deep End, 21 Nithsdale Road, Glasgow G41 2PZ
The four-week beginners’ throwing course will go over the basics of wheel 
thrown ceramics. You will learn to centre the clay, build the walls, understand 
basic forms and how to make the shapes you want, helping you to train your 
eye for the fine details required to make a good pot. You will learn about the 
trimming process and how to finish the work by removing excess weight. By the 
end of the four weeks, you will have gained confidence on the wheel and be 
ready to develop your skills further.
To book: tinyurl.com/bdcwhbv3

Govanhill Baths Ceramics continued

Rags To Riches

This is Not a Craft Market – Festive Edition
Sat 03, 10 & 17 December | 12:00 – 5:00pm | Free
The Deep End, 21 Nithsdale Road, Glasgow G41 2PZ
For these special festive editions we will be joined by 35 makers at each event 
on Saturday. With over 100 vendors across the three events, it is the perfect 
place to pick up locally-made and unique Christmas gifts, while supporting 
independent makers and small businesses! With mulled drinks and festive food 
and live music, take a break from your shopping and warm up in our courtyard. 
This event is family- and dog-friendly!

Wreath Making Workshop
Sat 03 Dec | 12:00 – 2:00pm & 3:00 – 5:00pm | £20
The Deep End, 21 Nithsdale Road, Glasgow G41 2PZ
After the success of last year’s Wreath Making workshops, the fantastic 
Victoria from ShesBeen is back with our festive favourite Yule Wreath Making 
Workshops! In this session you will be supported in making unique seasonal 
decorations using foraged and compostable materials, no experience necessary 
and all materials will be provided.

Introduction to Jesmonite 
Thur 08 Dec & 09 Feb | 6:00 – 8:00pm | £25
The Deep End, 21 Nithsdale Road, Glasgow G41 2PZ
Book: tinyurl.com/mr3bnc4d
Get casting with our Introduction to Jesmonite Casting Workshop and learn 
how to cast and set jesmonite homewares using recycled plastics!

Level 2 Beginners’ Sewing 
Tue 17, 24 & 31 Jan,  07, 14 & 21 Feb | 6:00 – 8:00pm | £120
The Deep End, 21 Nithsdale Road, Glasgow G41 2PZ
Book: tinyurl.com/y72u4p3r
If you have completed our beginners’ sewing course this is the ideal next step 
to practice your skills and develop new ones. These sessions will provide 
an opportunity to tackle some more challenging sewing projects, including 
measuring and cutting fabrics, working with templates, and using an overlocker 
machine.

Introduction to Handtools
Wed 25 Jan, 01 & 08 Feb | 6:00 – 8:00pm | £60
The Deep End, 21 Nithsdale Road, Glasgow G41 2PZ
Book: tinyurl.com/2duxa2zb
Come along and learn handy new woodworking skills at our Introduction to 
Handtools and Woodworking three-week course!



Tue: P4 to P7,  3:00 –5:00pm | S1+ 5:30 – 7:30pm
Wed: S1+ 5:30 – 7:00pm
Thur: S1, 5:30 – 7:30pm
The Base, 494 Cathcart Road, Glasgow G42 7BX

Govanhill Youth Club

We run an exciting programme activities for primary and secondary school 
children. These include arts and crafts, graffiti, songwriting, cooking, outdoor 
activities and youth awareness workshops.
Throughout December we’ll have Christmas-themed crafts and baking activities!

Wellbeing

Yoga
Mon 09 Jan  – 27 Feb | 10:30 – 11:30am
Govanhill Community Centre, 6 Daisy Street, Glasgow G42 8JL
More details: tinyurl.com/yc2bvhzu
A free gentle yoga and relaxation class to help you stay fit and healthy. Suitable 
for beginners. 

Tai Chi
Beginners: Thur 12 Jan – 02 Mar | 1:30 – 3:00pm
Improvers: Thur 12 Jan – 02 Mar | 1:30 – 3:00pm
The Larkfield Centre, 39 Inglefield Street, Glasgow G42 7AY
More details: Beginners tinyurl.com/4u5f8xpe | Improvers tinyurl.com/mv57u622
Suitable for total beginners and those with some experience, this ancient 
martial art combines deep breathing and relaxation with flowing movements. 
Practiced around the world for its health benefits. 

Cast Offs
Mon 05 & 12 Dec then weekly from 09 Jan | 12:15 – 2:15pm
Govanhill Community Centre, 6 Daisy St, Glasgow G42 8JL
More details: tinyurl.com/39dshu7t
Ever wanted to learn to knit or crochet? Or are you an experienced knitter and 
want to have a natter and a cuppa? Then Cast Offs is for you!

LGBTQI+ Gardening Group
Mon Fortnightly | 6:00pm-8:00pm
More details: tinyurl.com/yr6wc7pw
Join this friendly and welcoming group for workshops on growing food and 
gardening.

All our Wellbeing programme activities are FREE and open to anyone 
living within a mile of Govanhill not currently working (or who is on low 
income), is receiving benefits and is not in full-time education. Refugees 
and asylum-seekers are welcome to attend from anywhere in the city.

Join the Board of Govanhill Baths!
Govanhill Baths Community Trust has reached a very exciting time in 
its 20-year campaign to open the Baths as a wellbeing centre for the 
community of Govanhill. We are now looking for committed individuals 
to join our Board for the next part of the amazing journey of opening 
the Baths after over 20 years of campaigning and fundraising.
To support our growth and development, we want to bring additional 
expertise to the Board and are looking for people with experience in 
operations including facilities management, health and safety and IT. We 
also need skills in fundraising, charity law and marketing and we always 
value local knowledge of our community.
Please email info@govanhillbaths.com for an application pack.
Deadline for applications is the 30th of January 2023.



Books from Govanhill Baths!

99 Calder Street
The story of one of the most iconic 
public buildings in Glasgow. From its 
opening in 1917, through the campaign 
to save it, to its refurbishment.

Loved and Lost
Explore places in Govanhill through 
the years. Steamies to cinemas, shops 
to churches; all shaping the lives of 
those who lived there.

Occupy! Occupy! Occupy!
Thirty-six page comic book featuring 
industrial, community, student 
and environmental occupations in 
Scotland from the 1940s until now.

Little Donegal
Traces the influence of Irish migrants 
to the southside of Glasgow and how 
their lives affected the areas they 
settled in. 

Available at www.govanhillbaths.com/shop

www.govanhillbaths.com
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This book traces the influence of Irish migrants to the southside of Glasgow, especially from 

the North West of Ireland, and how their lives affected the area they settled in. Irish people 

have been part of the history of Scotland since the Dál Riada tribe (the original ‘Scoti’) 

settled the West coast from 400AD onwards. They were there as places like Glasgow began 

to grow in the 17th and 18th centuries. And they were a part of all the stages of development 

of cities like Glasgow and the towns and villages surrounding it.

Migration follows patterns, family members, relatives and neighbours follow established 

paths and often settle close to familiar faces in the place they arrive. In this way, Govanhill 

and the Gorbals came to be known as Little Donegal, with a high concentration of people 

from the west of Donegal, many of them gaeilge speakers, with a vibrant community life and 

a regular connection back to their home place.

The author has used the history of his own ancestors, who arrived in the Gorbals from 

Gweedore at the end of the 19th century, eventually moving back and becoming an integral 

part of the regular migrant route via the Scotch Boat which travelled between Derry and 

Glasgow three times a week. It outlines the different periods of migration and their backdrop 

in Ireland and aims to challenge some of the myths that still exist about the Irish in Scotland, 

many of which are repeated about more recent immigrants.

Rather than a definitive history, the aim is to stimulate others to do the same with their own 

family histories and capture some of the richness of Irish life in the southside.

Govanhill Baths Community Trust Publication

The Irish in the Gorbals and Govanhill

Colm Bryce

Front Cover image: Swimming Baths by Oscar Marzaroli, 1963. The swimming baths are not named.
©The Marzaroli Estate. (Oscar Marzaroli Collection / Glasgow Caledonian University Archive)
Back Cover image: The Sketch, 22 November 1933 (©Illustrated London News / Mary Evans Picture Library)

www.govanhillbaths.com

Govanhill Baths Community Trust Publication

This book is the story of one of the most iconic public buildings in Glasgow.From the moment the doors opened in 1917, Govanhill Baths has occupied a vital and cherished place within its community.
In 2001, when the threat of closure loomed, local people occupied the baths in protest for 140 days, the longest occupation of a civic building in British history.Cruelly evicted but undeterred, the protestors kept fighting to save their beloved pool, and now after twenty years of struggle, the reopening is on the horizon – a community asset saved for future generations.

99 Calder Street
A History of Govanhill Baths and Washhouse

Bruce Downie
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John Callaghan and friends on Donegal Hill, from the collection of Catherine Callaghan and family.

Archives & Heritage

Little Donegal: Book Launch
Wed 07 December | 6:00 – 7:30pm | Free
Dixon Halls, 656 Cathcart Rd, Glasgow G42 8AA
Book: tinyurl.com/bdcc4njk
Come along to the launch of Little Donegal, a book by Colm Bryce which traces 
the influence of Irish migrants to the southside of Glasgow. The author has used 
the history of his own ancestors, who arrived in the Gorbals from Gweedore at 
the end of the 19th century, eventually moving back and becoming an integral 
part of the regular migrant route via the Scotch Boat which travelled between 
Derry and Glasgow three times a week. It outlines the different periods of 
migration and their backdrop in Ireland and aims to challenge some of the 
myths that still exist about the Irish in Scotland, many of which are repeated 
about more recent immigrants. The book also includes testimonies and 
photographs from the Govanhill Baths Irish History Group with a QR code to 
listen to the recordings. We will also launch the Little Donegal Irish Heritage 
Trail, a map of the important places in the Southside to the Irish community 
who settled here. Introduced by Paula Larkin, Govanhill Baths Archivist, with a 
talk by Colm Bryce. Refreshments will be served.
Part of the Year of Stories 2022.

Little Donegal Irish Heritage Trail
Sat 10 December | 12:00 – 2:00pm | Free
Meet at Queen’s Park Gates on Victoria Rd, Glasgow
Book: tinyurl.com/2k3d2zcv
Migration follows patterns, family members, relatives and neighbours follow 
established paths and often settle close to familiar faces in the place they 
arrive. In this way, Govanhill and the Gorbals came to be known as Little 
Donegal, with a high concentration of people from the west of Donegal, 
many of them gaeilge speakers, with a vibrant community life and a regular 
connection back to their home place. This trail will take us on a walk around 
the Southside to places of importance to the Irish Community starting at the 
gates of Queen’s park on Victoria Road. Please wear appropriate clothing for 
this time of year.
Part of the Year of Stories 2022.



Your Name ..............................................................................................................................

Address .....................................................................................................................................

Post Code..........................Telephone ................................................................................
Email Address.........................................................................................................................

I enclose a cheque / postal order payable to “Govanhill Baths 
Community Benefit Society”

I am paying by credit / debit card. Enter card number below:

Signature ........................................................................................... Date ............................

Expiry date 
(mm/yy)

Three digits on 
reverse of card

I’m donating £................. (Minimum £25 per tile, or £30 with Gift Certificate)

Tick to receive our email newsletter. We won’t pass your details to other 
organisations and you can unsubscribe at any time.

Please write clearly the name(s) you want engraved. One name per tile, 
maximum 30 characters per tile, including spaces and titles. 

Address .....................................................................................................................................

Send to: Govanhill Baths Community Benefit Society
126 Calder Street, Govanhill, Glasgow G42 7QP

I want to Gift Aid this donation. I am a UK taxpayer and I understand that 
if I pay less Income and /or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid 
claimed on all my donations in the relevant tax year, it is my responsibility to 
pay any difference.

Make your donation with this form, or online at:
www.govanhillbaths.com/tile

Pictures for illustrative purposes only.
   Govanhill Baths Community Benefit Society Registered Charity No. SC047885

www.govanhillbaths.com/tile





To make Govanhill Baths a resource for everyone to enjoy, 
we are raising money to help provide vital equipment 
enabling equal access and facilities for all.
For a minimum donation of £25 you can sponsor a handmade 
tile in a new mural in our beloved baths.
Each tile will be engraved with a name of your choosing. You 
can sponsor a tile for yourself or as a unique gift for a friend 
or family member. 
A tile will also make a touching memorial for someone you 
have lost.
Please visit our website for more information. 

www.govanhillbaths.com/tile

Govanhill Baths Community Benefit Society Registered Charity No. SC047885
Pictures for illustrative purposes only

ON Govanhill Baths
Make your mark
sponsor a tile


