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The Govanhill International Festival and Carnival is back: bigger, brighter and bolder than ever
before!
Now in its fifth year, the festival began in 2016 as an antidote to racism towards migrant
communities from Eastern Europe in Govanhill. It started as a carnival, parade and weekend
of music, aiming to celebrate the diversity of the area and combat division and hate. It has
since grown into a beautiful, two week extravaganza, embodying the richness and diversity of
the flourishing arts and culture scene in Govanhill. This programme features over fifty events
- including talks, music, workshops, film, exhibitions, theatre, heritage events and guided walks
- and even more can be found on our online programme at www.govanhillbaths.com. We’re also
overjoyed to welcome back our Carnival and Parade after its hiatus in 2020, and thrilled to bring
back our Street Music Festival after its resounding popularity last year.
Safety is still paramount, and all events will adhere to Covid-19 government guidelines. Social
distancing will be put in place and all events being held indoors, or confined outdoor spaces, will
be ticketed and limited to manageable numbers. It is important that our festival is as inclusive,
accessible and family friendly as possible, so all events are free unless otherwise stated.
At its heart, the Govanhill International Festival and Carnival is, and will always be, an anti-racist
festival: celebrating the contributions immigrants have made to a community that is home to
people of 40+ nationalities speaking 60+ languages. We are proud to live here, proud of our
diversity, heritage and history, and the GIFC is a declaration of that. So join us this year to
celebrate five years of the GIFC, and to celebrate Govanhill!
We would like to thank our funders and partners for their support.
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Delivered by Romano Lav

Roma Holocaust
Memorial Day

Monday 02 August, 2:00 to 3:00pm
Queen’s Park Poetry Rose Garden
On August 2nd 1944 nearly 4,000 Roma and Sinti
women, men and children were murdered in the
gas chambers of Auschwitz-Birkenau. Seventyone years later, August 2nd was officially declared
“Roma Holocaust Memorial Day” internationally.
With racism on the rise globally, it has never been
more important to remember the atrocities of the past to ensure that they can never, ever happen
again. Join Romano Lav for speeches, music and remembrance around our memorial that is dedicated
to all those Roma who were murdered during the Holocaust.

Mohandas Gandhi: Experiments in
Civil Disobedience, Author Talk by
Dr Talat Ahmed
Ethical Portraits: In Search of
Representational Justice Author
Talk by Hatty Nestor

Tuesday 03 August, 7:00pm
Burning House Books (Venue 4)
Book online: www.govanhillbaths.com
Prisons systematically dehumanise the
imprisoned. Visualised through mugshots and
surveillance recordings, the incarcerated lose
control of their own image and identity. The
criminal justice system in the United States
does not only carry out so-called justice in ways
that compound inequality, it also minimises the
possibility for empathetic encounters with those
who are most marginalised. It is therefore urgent
to understand how prisoners are portrayed
by the carceral state and how this might be
countered or recuperated.
Hatty is a cultural critic and author of “Ethical
Portraits: In Search of Representational Justice”
(Zero, 2021). She has been published in the White
Review, the Times Literary Supplement, Frieze,
Granta and other publications.

Wednesday 04 August, 5:00 to 6:00pm
Online event
For details see: www.govanhillbaths.com
Mohandas Gandhi, icon of Indian liberation,
remains an inspiration for anti-capitalists and
peace activists globally. His campaigns for
national liberation based on non-violence and
mass civil disobedience were critical to defeating
the power of the British Empire.
But seventy years after his death, his legacy still
remains contested: was he a saint, revolutionary,
class conciliator or self-obsessed spiritual zealot?
This biography unpicks the contradictions of
Gandhi’s politics through an analysis of the social
forces at play in the mass movement around him.
Can non-violent resistance win against state
and corporate power? Dr Talat Ahmed explores
Gandhi’s experiments in civil disobedience and
assesses their relevance for struggles today.
Dr Talat Ahmed is Senior Lecturer in South Asian
History at the University of Edinburgh. She is CoDirector of the Centre for South Asian Studies at
the University of Edinburgh and a Fellow of the
Royal Asiatic Society.

www.govanhillbaths.com/festival
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Independence - Where Are We
Now and Where Are We Going,
with Bella Caledonia

Wednesday 11 August, 6:00 to 7:00pm
Online
For details see: www.govanhillbaths.com
Mike Small of Bella Caledonia chairs a panel
of authors on the future of the independence
movement.

She Settles In The Shields

Thursday 12 August, 6:00 to 7:00pm
Rum Shack, 657 Pollokshaws Rd (Venue 10)
2021 is the 10th anniversary of the ‘She Settles
In The Shields’ book, which provides a unique
opportunity to meet the women who travelled
to Scotland from all over the world. Told in
their own words, the women featured reveal
a fascinating story of hope, isolation, warm
welcomes, cold weather, racism and the quest
for acceptance and integration. Join Syma
Ahmed, Glasgow Women’s Library’s BME
Women’s Project Development Officer, and
others to find out more about the creation of
this extraordinary book and the stories within its
pages.

99 Calder Street: A History of
Govanhill Baths and Washhouse.
Book launch and Author Talk by
Bruce Downie
Friday 13 August, 6:00 to 7:00pm
Dixon Halls (Venue 12)

Did you know the beloved Baths building is
one of the earliest examples of ferro-concrete
architecture in the UK? That the building was
used as a hospital (and perhaps a morgue) in
WWII? Or that the occupation of the building in
2001 was the longest in British history?
Intrigued? Then join us for the launch of ‘99
Calder Street: A history of Govanhill Baths
and Washhouse’, a fascinating new book
exploring the story of the iconic building from
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its construction to the present day. The book’s
author, Bruce Downie, will give you a sneak peek
inside the book, and there will be copies on sale
afterwards!
We are grateful to the National Heritage Lottery Fund for
funding our heritage programme.

Delivered by Glasgow Artists’ Moving Images
Studio (GAMIS). Pay What You Can: £0 to £8
Book online: bit.ly/GamisTickets
Full programme: www.govanhillbaths.com/
festival

The Proud Valley

Tuesday 03 August, 6:00pm
Queen’s Park Arena (Venue 18)
Book online: bit.ly/GamisTickets
Director: Pen Tennyson

A fictional tale of local activism in a Welsh mining
village. An outsider, played by Paul Robeson,
wins over locals with his musical talent.
Cast: Paul Robeson, Edward Chapman, Simon
Lack, Rachel Thomas, Edward Rigby, Alfredda
Brilliant.
76 minutes, United Kingdom, 1940
Language: English.

Matter of Life and Death
Tuesday 03 August, 8:00pm
Queen’s Park Arena (Venue 18)
Book online: bit.ly/GamisTickets

Directors: Michael Powell, Emeric Pressburger

Innovative romantic fantasy fiction from Powell
and Pressburger at their most imaginative and
controversial. A metaphysical wartime love story
like no other.
Cast: David Niven, Kim Hunter.
104 minutes, United Kingdom, 1946
Language: English

www.govanhillbaths.com/festival

A Matter of Life and Death

I Am Samuel

Born in Flames

I Am Samuel

Born in Flames

Director: Pete Murimi

Director: Lizzie Borden

Wednesday 04 August, 6:00pm
Queen’s Park Arena (Venue 18)
Book online: bit.ly/GamisTickets

Wednesday 04 August, 8:00pm
Queen’s Park Arena (Venue 18)
Book online: bit.ly/GamisTickets

Kenyan LGBTQIA+ documentary following the
everyday lives of young couple Samuel and Alex
as they navigate love, commitment, culture and
tradition.
Please note, this film contains scenes of graphic
homophobic violence.
70 Minutes , Kenya, United Kingdom, USA, Germany,
Netherlands, Canada, South Africa, 2020.
Language Swahili, English with English subtitles.

Set ten years after the most peaceful revolution
in United States history, it presents a dystopia
in which the issues of many groups – minorities,
liberals, gay rights organizations, feminists – are
dealt with by the government.
Cast: Honey, Adele Bertei, Jean Satterfield.
80 minutes, United States, 1983
Language: English

www.govanhillbaths.com/festival
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Europe: Which Children Matter?

The Queen of Silence

Daisies

Space is the Place

Europe: Which Children Matter?
Thursday 05 August, 6:00pm
Queen’s Park Arena (Venue 18)
Book online: bit.ly/GamisTickets
Director: Jenne Magno

Walk a year in the shoes of children in the
migrant communities of Europe who have been
systematically blocked out of education.
75 minutes , Czech Republic/UK, 2016
Language: English, Czech and Slovak Subtitles:
English/Czech. This screening has been programmed in
collaboration with Community Renewal.

experiments with colour. This film mixes social
observation, feminist comment and formal
experiment in one exhilarating journey.
Cast: Jitka CerhováIvana Karbanová, Julius Albert
76 minutes , Czechoslovakia, 1966
Language: Czech

The Queen of Silence

Friday 06 August, 6:00pm
Queen’s Park Arena (Venue 18)
Book online: bit.ly/GamisTickets
Agnieszka Zwiefka

Denisa, an ‘illegal citizen’ of a gypsy camp in
Poland. Her disabilities keep her mute but she
expresses herself through imitating her favourite
Bollywood dancers.

Daisies

Thursday 05 August, 8:00pm
Queen’s Park Arena (Venue 18)
Book online: bit.ly/GamisTickets
Věra Chytilová

A neo-dadaist farce full of extravagant visual
effects, sensuous décor and fascinating
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82 minutes, Poland, 2014
Language: Polish, Roma. Subtitles: English This screening
has been programmed in collaboration with Romano Lav.

www.govanhillbaths.com/festival

Space is The Place + Shorts
Saturday 07 August, 8:00pm
Batson Street Laboratory (Venue 7)
Book online: bit.ly/GamisTickets
Director: John Coney

Sun Ra’s iconic Afro-Futurist, sci-fi is a
combination of neo-blaxploitation, performance
footage, and a signal to his brothers and sisters
that Outer Space. This screening will be preceded
by a programme of shorts exploring AfroFuturism introduced and curated by local artist
and Govanhill resident Natasha Ruwona.
Cast: Barbara Deloney, Sun Ra, Raymond Johnson
85 minutes, USA, 1974
Language: English

The Spark Divine and Introductory
Talk
Monday 09 August, 8:00pm
Batson Street Laboratory (Venue 7)
Book online: bit.ly/GamisTickets
Director: Sarah Thomas

Made to celebrate the hundred birthday of
renowned Glasgow artist Hannah Frank (1908
– 2008), who lived in Govanhill for a significant
part of her life and studied at the University
of Glasgow and Glasgow School of Art.
Introductory talk from the University of Glasgow,
History of Art Department.
25 minutes, United Kingdom, 2008
Language: English

This screening has been programmed in collaboration
with the University of Glasgow and Fiona Frank and will
accompany an exhibition of Frank’s work for the festival.

Screening Programmed in
Collaboration with Glasgow Zine
Library

Wednesday 11 August, 8:00pm
Batson Street Laboratory (Venue 7)
Book online: bit.ly/GamisTickets
To find out what film will be screened in this slot,
please check our website for full details:
www.govanhillbaths.com.

The Garden and Introductory Talk
Thursday 12 August, 8:00pm
Batson Street Laboratory (Venue 7)
Book online: bit.ly/GamisTickets
Director: Derek Jarman

An intimate insight into Jarman’s inner world,
shot on Super-8, movingly utilising a cast of
iconic, religious figures that include Jesus, Judas
and the Madonna. This film will be introduced by
Jarman’s long-term collaborator and producer
James Mackay and is presented as part of our
Modern Nature reading and gardening group.
Cast: Tilda Swinton, Johnny Mills, Kevin Collins,
Spencer Leigh
92 minutes, United Kingdom, 1991, Cert. 15
Language: English

The Garden
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longing during the asylum process and how
sisterhood helps to cope with those feelings.

I Am More Than a Title

Sisterhood

All Her Beautiful Green Remains In
Tears, Introduction and Shorts
Friday 13 August, 8:00pm
Batson Street Laboratory (Venue 7)
Book online: bit.ly/GamisTickets

In this collaborative film, Unity Sisters talk about
their lives before asylum and how people are
more than the titles like “refugee” and “asylum
seeker”.
Unity Sisters is a self-organised community group
for women going through the asylum seeker and
refugee system in Glasgow.
They support each other, empowering
themselves and strengthening their resilience
as they deal with the emotional and practical
hardships of being in a different country,
navigating language and integration barriers. The
group currently has 67 participants with different
backgrounds, coming from 19 different countries.
More information can be found on:
https://unitysisters.uk/

My GlasgowAmy Cutler
Director:

We are very pleased to present an evening of
curated shorts present by artist, academic and
filmmaker Amy Cutler. AHBGRIT consists of reedited footage from Walt Disney’s Nature’s Half
Acre (1951), with a new narrative by an A.I. that
learned its existence from romance novels.
11 mins plus additional shorts , United Kingdom, 2018
Language: English

Wee Films by Unity Sisters
Wednesday 11 August, 5:00 to 5.30pm
Online event (free)
For details see: www.govanhillbaths.com

My Glasgow

A young woman takes us on a journey to
her new home: Glasgow. Within the small
and ordinary details of her new life, she finds
memories from her motherland.

Sisterhood

Sisterhood is a poetry film about loneliness
which all asylum seeker women experience. In
this poem, Syeda from Unity sisters talks about
how she and her sisters face loneliness and

06

Carnival Parade

Saturday 07 August, 1:00 to 2:00pm
Meet: Govanhill Park (Venue 3)
After a year off, the famous Govanhill Carnival
Parade is back for the fourth time - bigger,
noisier and more beautiful than ever!
A colourful, anti-racist celebration of pride, unity
and the contributions immigrants have made to
our community in Govanhill. Drummers, pipers,
brass bands, jugglers, roller skaters, lion dancers
and all the brilliant community groups that make
our neighbourhood great will weave through
the streets of Govanhill, ending up in the Queens
Park Arena where the Carnival will begin. Pull
on your most colourful glad rags and come join
us for some dancing in the street! Individuals
or groups wanting to join the parade, contact:
carnival@govanhillbaths.com

www.govanhillbaths.com/festival

Govanhill Carnival

Saturday 07 August, 2:00 to 4:00pm
Queen’s Park (Venue 17)
A spectacular showcase of talent and culture
with an eclectic mix of music and dance from
around the world, opened by our local MSP
Nicola Sturgeon. After a year away, the Carnival
is back for the fourth time for a wonderful
coming together of the community. Celebrate
the spirit, strength and resilience of Govanhill.
Stalls, food and activities for all ages. With art
workshops, face painting, games, sports, kite
flying, bouncy castles and giant inflatable human
football! Community groups wanting a stall or to
host an activity, contact:
carnival@govanhillbaths.com

2021 is the 20th anniversary of the occupation
of Govanhill Baths when local residents and
members of the community occupied the
building to prevent the permanent closure
threatened by Glasgow City Council. At 140
days, with a 24-hour picket outside, it’s the
longest occupation in British history. Occupy,
Occupy, Occupy! is a year-long celebration of
that occupation and the 2001 Save Our Pool
campaign.

Occupy Travelling Artwork by
Mandy McIntosh

Tuesday 03 to Sunday 15 August
Exhibited throughout Govanhill
Artist Mandy McIntosh will re-occupy the streets
of Govanhill with an agitprop poster design
incorporating images and messages from the
occupation and inspired by the iconic posters
of May ‘68, the Black Panther Movement and
others.

Occupy: Art and Activism

Tuesday 03 August, 6:00 to 7:30pm
The Deep End, 21 Nithsdale St (Venue 5)
The Govanhill Baths Community Baths has a
proud foundation of grassroots activism. It has
also, always, had a commitment to the arts. But
why?
Govanhill Baths is very pleased to introduce the
five artists recently employed to be part of our
community, organisation and campaign during
the focus of work during the 20th anniversary
year. These experienced artists have histories of
making exceptional art with communities and for
change.
This event will include a discussion about the role
of activism in art and the role of art in activism,
and will be your chance to meet the artists as
their work begins with Govanhill Baths.

www.govanhillbaths.com/festival
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Occupy! Occupy! Occupy! 20th
Anniversary Banner & Giant
Puppet

Tuesday 03 to Sunday 15 August, 1:00 to 2:00pm
Throughout Govanhill
This festival, watch out for signs of beauty and
resistance in the streets. See if you can spot
our newly commissioned banner from local
community artist Amelia Rowe and the giant
puppet by multimedia visual artist Jane McInally
(it’ll be hard to miss!). .

Agitprop Workshops

Sundays 08 & 15, August, 2:00 to 4:00pm
Queens Park Entrance (Venue 15)
Can art be a powerful political tool? The Save
Our Pool campaign produced some eye-catching
artwork to communicate the demands of the
occupation.
Join artist Amelia Rowe to channel your
creativity into reclaiming your local space using
stencils inspired by the occupation.

‘The Land is Ours, The Right to
the City, and Other Matters’ with
Jonathan Charley

With Street Level Photoworks

Simon Murphy: Govanhill Street
Level #2

Tuesday 03 to Sunday 15 August
Various locations around Govanhill
Simon Murphy is a Glasgow based portrait and
editorial photographer whose ‘Govanhill Street
Level’ project was a highlight of last year’s
Govanhill International Festival.
We are delighted that a new instalment will be
coming to the street for this year’s festival with
an exhibition trail of new images taken recently
and over the past year.
The portraits have arisen through the close
connection the photographer has to the place
and the people he strikes up a conversation with
– the photographic portrait in this sense is a
collaboration and it is based on communication.
The project underlines the vibrancy as well as the
diversity of the area, and is a body of work which

Thursday 12 August, 7:00 to 8:30pm
The Deep End, 21 Nithsdale St (Venue 5)

Jonathan Charley is a writer, editor and critic
who writes mainly about the political, social
and cultural history of architecture and cities.
He is currently working on a new book. The
Monologues of City X, that explores the history
of the capitalist city through three fictional
narratives - Knowledge, Technology and Nature.
This talk reflects on the origins and contemporary
significance of the phrase, “Right to The City”.
Popularised by the French philosopher Henri
Lefebvre, it refers to our democratic right to
imagine and remake the city in a manner that
challenges the priorities of capitalist urbanisation.
On the horizon of possibility, a new type
of city emerges, a city rooted in social and
environmental justice.
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Simon Murphy
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Mandy Barker

Martyna Maz

One More Tune!

is becoming an ongoing chronicle of change in
the area.
Of the project Simon has said: “my images have
always been about celebrating diversity and
seeing beauty in our differences. Sometimes it’s
important to ask yourself difficult questions and
photography has the power to trigger thoughts
in people’s minds that can plant the seeds for
change”.
Look out for a new issue of Simon’s newspaper
and check out his Instagram feed for clues on
where to pick one up during the festival:
@smurph77
The exhibition trail is presented as part of Street Level’s
Culture Collective programme:
www.streetlevelphotoworks.org

One More Tune!

Tuesday 03 to Sunday 08 August
For opening times: www.govanhillbaths.com
The Deep End, 21 Nithsdale St (Venue 5)
As the hunger for live music and in person
entertainment has heightened over the last
months wouldn’t it be great to remind ourselves
of the most exciting moments from live gigs we
attended before we had to substitute it for at
home listening?
Join us for a photographic showcase of selected
music performances from some old and new
Scottish venues.
Here’s hoping that soon we will all get to shout

Our Plastic Ocean

‘one more tune!’ – not just at the record player
but at our favourite acts amongst the buzzing
crowds.
Martyna Maz is a Glasgow-based photographer
and is a graduate of the Glasgow School of Art.
With Street Level Photoworks

Photography and Activism:
Mandy Barker, Our Plastic Ocean

Thursday 05 August, 6:30pm
Livestreamed Online
www.facebook.com/streetlevelphotoworks
How much plastic do we waste? How much of it
is in our oceans?
This event features a livestream with Mandy
Barker who is an international award-winning
photographer whose work over the past ten
years with marine plastic debris has received
global recognition.
Working with scientists she aims to raise
awareness about plastic pollution in the world’s
oceans, highlighting the harmful effect on marine
life and ourselves – ultimately leading the viewer
to take action.
‘Our Plastic Ocean’ is an exhibition which is
showing at Street Level Photoworks in Glasgow.
It is programmed as part of Everything Flows
– a coastal exhibition trail supported by
EventScotland as part of Year of Coasts and
Waters 20/21.
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Home Away From Home

Monday 09 to Sunday 15 August
The Deep End, 21 Nithsdale St (Venue 5)
Check opening times and book online:
www.govanhillbaths.com
Opened by readings from Liz Lochhead and
Iyad Hyatley on the 9th, plus a Q&A with the
three photographers all of whom hope to be in
Scotland.
“Home Away from Home” is an interactive
photographic exhibition in which Palestinians
from three countries Scotland, Germany and
USA relate their experiences of exile.
This event was inspired by the work of San
Francisco photographer Najib Joe Hakim and
Edinburgh’s Craig Maclean, both of whom had
independently explored themes of exile, loss and
identity in separate exhibitions previously.
The Network of Photographers for Palestine
brought them together with German-based
photographer, Ursula Mindermann to produce
this intriguing portrayal of people whose homes
are now far away from their homeland.

Tuesday 10 August, 6:30pm
Livestreamed Online
www.facebook.com/streetlevelphotoworks
In this online event Iseult Timmermans will
introduce Street Level Photoworks’ Community
Collective artists who are undertaking
residencies in the local areas of Gorbals and
Govanhill.
They will talk about their practice of social
engagement and the place of photography
in helping to empower and celebrate diverse
voices.
It emphasises the role of community
photography in supporting collaborative
approaches to image making.
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Home Away From Home

‘AfroMelt’ Basharat Khan, video installation, part of the Scotland+Venice Bienniale 2018.

Photography and Community:
The StreetLevel Photoworks
Community Collective

HAKIM - Amin Aftim Saba

Network of Photographers for Palestine

www.govanhillbaths.com/festival

Photography and Community

Simon Murphy

Simon Murphy

Hannah Frank at 72 Dixon Avenue

Hannah Frank was educated at Strathbungo School and Albert Road
Academy. She then went on to study English and Latin at Glasgow
University from 1927-1930 while attending evening classes at the
Glasgow School of Art.
While at Glasgow University, her student poems and drawings were
published in the GUM, the university magazine, under the pen name
of Al Aaraaf, the name of a brilliant but short-lived star used as the
title of a poem by Edgar Allen Poe.
After graduating from Glasgow University she attended Jordanhill
Teacher Training College and became a primary school teacher, until
her marriage to Lionel Levy in 1939, when she left Govanhill and
moved to First Avenue, Netherlee, where the couple lived until 2003.
Throughout a truly spectacular 75-year artistic career, her drawings
and later bronze sculptures were exhibited in the Royal Academy,
Royal Glasgow Institute, and Royal Scottish Academy.
Hannah Frank died in 2008 at the age of 100. She achieved her dearest wish: in the words of the
poet Longfellow she has left ‘footsteps in the sand of time’ in the shape of her contribution to the
art of Govanhill, Glasgow, Scotland and the world.

Hannah Frank: Art on the Streets

Tuesday 03 to Sunday 15 August
Various locations around Govanhill
Hannah Frank’s iconic black and white drawings
are resonant of the style and iconography of
the Art Nouveau period. Prints of these famous
artworks will pop up in shops and cafes around
Govanhill.
In 1917 at the age of nine, Hannah Frank and
her family moved from the Gorbals to 72 Dixon
Avenue in Govanhill. Her father Charles Frank
had opened a photographic and scientific
apparatus shop in 1907 in the Saltmarket,
Glasgow, which became one of the best known
photographic centres in the city (and provided
Saturday work for the young Hannah Frank when
she became a student).
Family-Friendly!

Hannah Frank Creative Workshops
Wed 04 & Thursday 05 August, 2:00 to 4:00pm
The Deep End, 21 Nithsdale St (Venue 5)

Another exciting addition to our list of Hannah
Frank events are the Creative Workshops that
will be run throughout the festival. We will
provide materials, space, encouragement and
advice to help people create some truly beautiful

work inspired by the amazing Hannah Frank, who
produced many of her iconic black and white
drawings right here in Govanhill in the 1920s and
1930s.
Suitable for children from aged 8, and any
adults who want to join in! No equipment or
experience necessary.

Hannah Frank Mini-Walking Tours
Sunday 08 August: 11:00am, 12 noon, 3:00pm
Saturday 14 August: 11:00am, 3:00pm, 4:00pm

These mini tours will be led by Iona Wallace and
Belen De Bacco, Glasgow University students
who have been working alongside Fiona Frank,
Hannah Frank’s niece and champion, over
the last three months doing original research
on the artist. Join us to discover more about
Hannah Frank’s life, art, and her family ties to
Govanhill and share your own thoughts about
these iconic artworks. Up to six participants per
tour.

Hannah Frank Gallery Overleaf

www.govanhillbaths.com/festival
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Fireworks in Govanhill

Tuesday 03 August, 6:00 to 7:00pm
Dixon Halls. 656 Cathcart Rd (Venue 12)
Join Lost Glasgow’s Norry Wilson for a
photographic daunder through the history of
Govanhill. From coal mines to ironworks, to the
proud independent Burgh, the streets and stories
of the area tell a bigger tale one of movers
and shakers, incomers and outlanders, teeming
tenements, political protest, and progress. It’s
Glasgow’s gallus Ellis Island, the gateway to the
city, a Babel of faces, languages, and accents; the
hearth on which new Glaswegians are formed
and forged. Today, that story continues, and we
are all writing the latest chapter in the tale of
Govanhill.

How Govanhill Defeated Oswald
Mosley’s Blackshirts
Wednesday 04 August, 6:00 to 7:00pm
Dixon Halls. 656 Cathcart Rd (Venue 12)

Back by popular demand after a highly attended
and publicised event in 2019, this fascinating and
significant talk by Holocaust education studies
expert Professor Henry Maitles shines a light
on a little-known piece of Govanhill history.
In the 1930s, Oswald Mosley’s British Union

Professor Maitles

of Fascists was building organisation across
Britain. In Govanhill, Jewish, Youth and Workers’
organisations allied to mobilise opposition to
stop the fascists from marching on our streets.
Hear how grass-roots campaigning challenged
the BUF across Scotland to ensure it was not
able to grow, leaving us with some crucial
lessons on how to beat rising racism and fascism
today.

This Wonderful Game: a History of
Sport in Govanhill
Thursday 05 August, 6:00 to 7:30pm
The Deep End, 21 Nithsdale St (Venue 5)

With our famous neighbour Hampden Park
just down the road, Govanhill’s sporting
history is often overlooked. But this small and
mighty borough, together with its neighbour
Crosshill, has a long history of both amateur
and professional sport! Join us to learn about
Glasgow’s lost football club, the efforts to save a
local bowling green from closure, and memories
of swimming at Govanhill Baths back in the
day. You’ll also learn some Edwardian exercise
routines which you can practice in your own
home! Speakers include: Pat McGeady, Third
Lanark AC; Ingrid Shearer, Glasgow Building
Preservation Trust; Graeme Brown, Hampden
Bowling Club.
Chaired by Katherine Midgley, GBCT’s Heritage
Learning Programme Coordinator.
We are grateful to the National Heritage Lottery Fund for
funding our heritage programme.

This Wonderful Game

www.govanhillbaths.com/festival
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to build a welcoming culture and a movement to
defend the rights of those seeking asylum and a
better life in our city.
With Govanhill Community Development Trust

Govanhill’s Housing: Past, Present,
Future
Friday 06 August, 6:30 to 8:30pm
Online event
With Stand Up To Racism Glasgow

Victory on Kenmure Street: How
To Beat The Home Office
Friday 06 August, 6:00 to 7:00pm
Rum Shack, 657 Pollokshaws Rd (Venue 10)

The hostile environment is intensifying. The new
Sovereign Borders Bill means, for the first time,
that entering the UK ‘illegally’ could negatively
impact the progress of an asylum claim. If it
comes into effect, only those who arrive via a
‘legal’ route will get help yet less than 1% of the
world’s refugees follow ‘legal’ migration routes,
such as resettlement schemes.
The historic solidarity and peaceful resistance
that stopped a Home Office immigration raid in
Pollokshields on the southside of Glasgow on 13
May was an awesome display of unity to defend
our neighbours. What can we learn from this
experience?
Join our panel for an eyewitness account of the
events in Pollokshields and discussion of how
collective action can challenge the Home Office.
This event hopes to inform, agitate and inspire
action to foster anti-racism, and help to continue
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Local experts take us through the history and
future of housing in Govanhill. Local historian
Bruce Downie will be joined by Ken MacDougall
who recently retired after almost 40 years of
building, refurbishing and preserving local homes
at Govanhill Housing Association.
They will then be joined by local housing experts
for a discussion about what the next 50 years
will hold for Govanhill’s housing.

Dangers of Self-Tokenisation Pt 2:
A Discussion Forum
Sunday 08 August, 2:00pm
Online

In this facilitated discussion, artists of all kinds
are invited to discuss their experiences of selftokenizing when art intersects with capitalism/
external audiences. Led by cartoonist Kaitlin
Chan, the discussion will focus on how the kinds
of stories we want to tell, and the stories we are
being asked (or paid) to tell, can diverge.
People of less-represented identities working in
the freelance creative economy can be pressured
to capitalise or tokenize our traumatic or
identity-related experiences to make work that
“goes viral” or follows an expected narrative.
But so many of us also want to make work about
things other than our identities, to not feel the
burden of representing a broader group.
This guided discussion was first led by Kaitlin in
February 2021 and is being re-staged to invite
more folks who feel strongly about their identity
and their art-making to share their experiences.
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With South Glasgow Heritage Environment Trust

With Stand Up To Racism Glasgow

Transatlantic Slavery and The
Southside

Climate Migration, Walls and
Borders: what is Climate Justice
and how do we fight for it?

Monday 09 August, 6:00 to 7:00pm
Rum Shack, 657 Pollokshaws Rd (Venue 10)
Its not just Glasgow’s city centre that was built
by the slave trade: the southside shamefully
benefited from and profited off of it too. It is
important to recognise the role the Southside
played and the darker side of the local area’s
history. Find out about the transatlantic slave
trade in the Southside and how local plantation
merchants were involved in shaping local
heritage. We’ll cover some key people (both
merchants and enslaved) and historical sites
Delivered by Saskia McCracken from the SGHET.

Urban Community Ownership and
Spatial Justice

Wednesday 11 August, 6:00 to 7:00pm
Rum Shack, 657 Pollokshaws Rd (Venue 10)

The climate crisis is an anti-racist issue. Unless
we see the immediate urgent action needed
to start addressing the climate and ecological
emergency, migration and displacement will not
only affect people in far off lands. As droughts,
floods, wildfires and more increase in severity
more people will be displaced from their homes
(including Glasgow), and forced to migrate.
They will face hostile government policies that
dehumanise and scapegoat. Join local anti-racism
and climate activists to discuss why anti-racists
need to be a part of the movement for climate
action and justice - and explore the ways in
which we can affect change.

Tuesday 10 August, 6:00 to 7:00pm
The Deep End, 21 Nithsdale St (Venue 5)

Can community ownership be an effective
and just way for communities to influence
the planning of their neighbourhoods? Join
Alex Wilde, the chair of the Govanhill Baths
Community Trust, as she explores 20 years
of debates about community ownership in
Govanhill, leading up to the asset transfer of the
Baths from the council to the community.

www.govanhillbaths.com/festival
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With Govanhill Community Development Trust

Govanhill 7-Day 10K!

Monday 02 to Sunday 08 August
For maps visit: www.govanhillbaths.com
This is your chance to really get to know our
neighbourhood as we walk every single street
in Govanhill. Do it in one hour (if you can!), one
day, one week ... just do it! Maps will be provided
for you to take on the streets with your feet and
highlight some very cool stuff along the way!
If you’re feeling really inspired you can even
do a lap of victory! This will be a self-guided
challenge, with the option to complete some
shorter routes for those who don’t fancy going
the whole distance.
With Govanhill Community Development Trust

You Are Here: Govanhill Walking
Tour
Wednesday 04 August
For maps visit: www.govanhillbaths.com
Explore Govanhill on foot and learn more
about the history, architecture, greenspaces,
faith communities and hidden gems of our

neighbourhood. Discover Govanhill’s mature
woodland, visit its hidden parks, stumble across
architectural gems and learn more about the
area’s history. This will be a self-guided walking
tour but with interactive local content provided
by local people that can be accessed at any time
as you follow the route. Maps will be provided.

Third Lanark and Cathkin Park
Walking Tour

Sunday 08 August, 12:00 to 2:30pm
Cathkin Park, 58-82 Florida Ave (Venue 16)
Seámus Ferry is the current Club “Historian &
Memorabilia Curator” for the amateur team
Third Lanark AFC, a team he has supported for
nearly 10 years. Only 23 and born 31 years after
Third Lanark’s last game in 1967, Seámus first
discovered Cathkin while playing Rugby for
Holyrood Secondary. In this walk & talk tour,
he will guide participants through the Clubs
Archive to help educate those who may have
never heard of Third Lanark as well as hopefully
bringing back fond memories for those who
were a “HiHi” supporter. Meet at Cathkin Park for
the guided walk before heading to Dixon Halls
for a tea break and discussion.

JLGB Pipe Band circa 1970s
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With Scottish Jewish Archives Centre

Jewish Govanhill Walking Trail
Monday 09 August, 2:00pm
355 Langside Rd (Venue 14)

Three Hampdens and Two Cathkin
Walking Tour
Saturday 14 August, 2:00 to 3:30pm
Corner of Coplaw St and Victoria Rd (Venue 2)

Jewish people have lived in Govanhill since the
beginning of the 20th Century. This trail will trace
the origins of Jewish settlement in the area,
walking the streets where the Jewish community
have lived, worked and played. We’ll visit the
locations of Jewish youth groups, communal
organisations, shops, businesses and, of course,
synagogues. The trail will be led by Harvey Kaplan
and Fiona Brodie of the Scottish Jewish Archives
Centre.

Join local artist and historian Hugh Reed (of
‘Hugh Reed & The Velvet Underpants’) for the
ultimate football tour of Govanhill and Mount
Florida. Discover the history behind the sites
where Third Lanark and Queens Park FC were
founded, before exploring the Hampden Bowling
Club, Cathkin, Hampden main stadium and lesser
Hampden.

With South Glasgow Heritage & Environment
Trust

Queens Park Heritage Trail

Friday 13 August, 12:00 to 2:00pm
Meet Queens Pk Entrance (Venue 15)
Enjoy a guided heritage walk around Queen’s
Park, led by South Glasgow Heritage &
Environment Trust. Find out about the history
behind the arena, flagpole, Camphill Estate,
earthworks and more! The trail will draw on
material from our book South Glasgow heritage
Trails: A Guide.

With Govanhill Community Development Trust

Floating Head Workshops With
Glasgow Science Centre
Tuesdays 03 and 10 August, 6:30 to 8:00pm
Online event

Inspired by the famous floating head from
Glasgow Garden Festival, this is your chance
to Build and make your own floating sculpture.
Materials will be provided in advance by
Glasgow Science Centre.
With Thriving Places Govanhill and Govanhill
Community Development Trust

Govanhill Polyglot Sessions

Three Hampdens and Cathkins Walking Tour

Friday 03 to 12 August
Check online for details
Book online: www.tinyurl.com/PolyglotSessions
Join a group of fellow language enthusiasts
to practise Arabic, British Sign Language, Irish,
Punjabi, Romanes, Spanish or Urdu. Govanhill
Polyglot Sessions are taster and conversational
level language classes taught by residents
of Govanhill where at least 88 languages are
spoken. They were originally set up in response
to the ‘Languages of Govanhill’ survey as many
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Suzanne Heffron

locals said they wanted to mingle in each other’s
mother tongues. The sessions are open to
everyone, but places are limited.
For details about each session visit:
www.govanhillbaths.com
Age group: adults / level: various

Spontaneous Acts of Wellbeing

Tuesday 03 to Sunday 15 August
Queen’s Park (Venue 17)
For details and times: www.govanhillbaths.com
Throughout the festival Govanhill Baths
Wellbeing, Arts and Health programme will be
sharing spontaneous acts of wellbeing in Queen’s
Park. Pop-up exhibition from Women on the
Mend, guided walks, Yoga and more!
With Govanhill Community Development Trust

With All or Nothing Aerial Dance Theatre

The Swings

Sat 14 and Sunday 15 August, 12:30 to 4:30pm
The Courtyard at Samaritan House (Venue 1)
Life was never better on a swing, the higher the
better! Come and enter our world of The Swings.
We love playing and swinging about on our giant
swing set and we’d love you to have a go too.
Watch as our aerialists swing, climb, play and
perform for you. Then the Swings are open to
experience.
Your swinging will activate a soundscape full of
memories of being on a swing. Feel the rush of
air past your face and be inspired by our aerialists
with what you can do with a swing! A 5m high
giant swing set, 2 swings, 2 aerialists and a sound
installation where you can play, watch, and listen.
An interactive event for all the family.
www.aerialdance.co.uk/production/the-swings

Secret Stories of Govanhill

Thursday 05 August, 10:00am
Online event with interactive street content
For details see: www.govanhillbaths.com
Join Govanhill’s English-language learners as they
share what they love about Govanhill via poems
and stories.

18

www.govanhillbaths.com/festival

Love Music Hate Racism Glasgow

Street Music Festival

Sunday 15 August
See map for locations around Govanhill
The Govanhill Street Music Festival is back! Join
us to celebrate the rich and diverse musical
contributions from the artists of Govanhill. This
unique event showcases the talent and skill of
top musicians and artists – they take centre
stage and fill the streets with music, bringing our
community together.
Listen to traditional Bulgarian folk music
from power house voice Vanya Semerdjieva
of Loznitsa, the soulful tunes of FrenchCameroonian singer-songwriter Djana Gabrielle
and contemporary Classical guitar from Calum
Borthwick and Celtic soul rebel music from
An Tine Chnámh. Join the stage co-hosted by
Romanolav and Ando Glaso featuring some of
the best Roma musicians the area has to offer,
and socially dis-dance against racism at the Love
Music Hate Racism stage.

The street music festival is a powerful
celebration of the talented artistic community
of Govanhill and is a reminder of how music and
culture can break down divisions and bring us
together. We need to be united to tackle racism.
This is what our music festival seeks to display
- that the diversity in our community is our
strength.

Love Music Hate Racism Stage

Sunday 15 August
Love Music Hate Racism is proud to co-host this
year’s Govanhill Street Music Festival. We are
an active anti-racist campaign that has been
organizing in the city for many years. We believe
passionately in music’s ability to bring people
together to make a stand against racism and
fascism. We were born out of the Rock Against
Racism movement, a campaign that used the
power of music to help chase out the racist
National Front in the late 1970s. Love Music Hate
Racism continues that legacy by fighting back
against all forms of racism, fascism, islamophobia
and xenophobia and providing a “soundtrack to
the struggle.”
At this year’s street music festival, we will be
making some noise against racism and partying
with a purpose. Some stellar contributors to our
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2020 album, The Beautiful Resistance, will be
making an appearance, such as the roaring antifascist band The Kidney Flowers, soulful FrenchCameroonian Singer-Songwriter Djana Gabrielle
and more. Join us at our stage and let’s be louder
than ever, in one of the most proudly anti-racist,
multi-cultural, united communities in Glasgow.

Romano Lav & Ando Glaso Stage

Sunday 15 August
“We are (Friends of) Romano Lav! We are thrilled
to be taking part at this year’s music festival
to bring you some of the best, most talented
musicians from the Roma communities.
“We work closely with Ando Glaso (In Tune)
SCIO, a Scottish charity set up in 2017 to support
cultural and community development of Roma
people living in Scotland. Roma culture and
traditions have been historically very important
for Roma communities. Culture and arts,
particularly music and dance has been a medium
of engagement, interaction, inclusion and
development for Romani people. We are proud
to bring some of these voices to the stage.”
Working in partnership, Romano Lav and Ando
Glaso will present the very best in local Roma
musical talent for the Govanhill Street Music
festival.
The event will showcase the colourful Roma
music heritage alive amongst Govanhill’s
Romanian, Czech and Slovak Roma communities.
These traditions and the people keeping them
alive are often hidden from the public eye. Our
event will be a unique opportunity to experience
this wonderful heritage performed by the most
authentic representatives of Roma culture. Join
us at our event and listen out for the ‘Romano
Lav’ at this year’s festival. Don’t miss out!

All events will be held online. For details see:
www.govanhillbaths.com

Govanhill’s Got Talent!

Saturday 07 August, 6:00pm
Govanhill had plenty of talent last year and we’re
back with even more in 2021!
Don’t miss the most spectacular show of
talented young people you’ll ever see this
festival!
With the Glasgow Science Centre

Govanhill Gloop – Explore Science
Sunday 08 August, 11:00am
We’re back with the most earth-shattering
discoveries and experiments from across the
universe, brought straight to Govanhill.

Govanhill Gamers

Sunday 08 August, 2:00pm
Join us for a family-safe, online community
gaming event. Featuring some of your favourite
video games and challenges.

The Great Govanhill Quiz

Monday 09 August, 11:00am
Think you know EVERYTHING about Govanhill?
Let’s put it to the test with our local knowledge
quiz. Suitable for all the family.

Govanhill Children’s Book Festival
Tuesday 10 August, Events throughout day
Join some of Scotland’s most acclaimed
children’s authors, as they showcase their latest
works. We’ll have events over the course of the
day featuring readings and recordings exclusive
to Govanhill Children’s festival 2021.
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1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Samaritan House Courtyard
Corner of Coplaw St and Victoria Rd
Govanhill Park
Burning Books, 446 Cathcart Rd
The Deep End, 21 Nithsdale St
Outside Bee’s Knees Café
Batson Street Laboratory
Grass area at Craigie St and Alison St
Grass area on Westmoreland St
The
Rum Music
Shack, Festival
657 Pollokshaws
Street
LocationRd

Parade Route

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

Glasgow Zine Library, 636 Cathcart Rd
Dixon Halls, 656 Cathcart Rd
Corner of Albert Ave and Victoria Rd
355 Langside Rd
Queen’s Park Entrance (Victoria Rd)
Cathkin Park
Queen’s Park
Queen’s Park Arena
Poetry Rose Garden, 1 Langside Ave
Street Music Festival Location
Parade Route
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