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Govanhill International Festival and Carnival, now in its fourth year, is an anti-racist festival. It 
celebrates the contribution immigrants have made to the diversity, culture, community and the rich 
history of the area.
In previous years the Festival has attracted thousands of people, running over 11 days with a 
programme of over 40 events. It included a book festival, walking tours, talks, gigs, theatre, art, 
workshops, f ilms, and culminated in the Govanhill Carnival Parade leading to Queen’s Park.

COVID-19 Impact
As the advice on COVID-19 and its subsequent restrictions and lockdown have led to the 
cancellation of major events in August like the Edinburgh Festivals and Fringe and Brighton Pride, we 
looked at our own arrangements for this year’s Festival.
The Festival this year is smaller in scope with fewer partners and events. Safety of our community 
is paramount so indoor events, large gatherings and where social distancing cannot be guaranteed 
are being put online or restricted to small groups. All events being held indoors, or in conf ined 
outdoor spaces, will be ticketed and limited to manageable numbers. To avoid more people turning 
up on the day, the venue will only be advertised to ticket holders. Sadly the Carnival will not be 
taking place this year.
We are conf ident that we, along with our partners and the support of our community, will manage 
and ensure the safe delivery of our Festival and adhere to Government guidelines.
We want to thank all our partners, in particular Govanhill Thriving Places and Glasgow City Council, 
for their f inancial support for this year’s Festival.
Stay Safe and Celebrate Govanhill!
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Govanhill Book 
Festival
Govanhill Book Festival is back for a 
second year with live online readings 
and interviews with Denise Mina, Henry 
Bell, Murray Armstrong, Hannah Lavery 
and Stuart Cosgrove.

Due to COVID-�9 restrictions, this year’s 
Book Festival will be online.

Visit www.govanhillbaths.com/festival 
or our social media for details and 
scheduling.

Community Building and 
Anti-racism: Zine-making 
with Glasgow Zine 
Library
Monday 24 August, 6:00pm
Online: www.bit.ly/gifczines
Zines are a creative and effective way to express 
yourself and to share a message. They are used 
by groups to organise and activate others, 
and as a platform to create communities in 
marginalised groups seeking alternative DIY 
methods of making and sharing.

Join artist Natasha Ruwona and Glasgow Zine 
Library for a very special beginner zine-making 
course.

In this online session, you’ll be taken through the 
purpose of zines, how to view and make them 
through the lens of anti-racism and community-
building, and you will get to create your own!

Come with a piece of paper, pens, some scissors, 
and an idea!

Glasgow Zine Library is a community-based 
zine library in Govanhill. We organise Glasgow 
Zine Fest, and run a year round programme of 
community-focused events.

Denise Mina
Monday 24 August
Full details: www.bit.ly/GovFest
Denise has published 12 novels and also writes 
short stories, plays and graphic novels. In 2014 
she was inducted into the Crime Writers’ 
Association Hall of Fame. Denise presents TV 
and radio programmes as well as regularly 
appearing in the media, and has made a f ilm 
about her own family. She regularly appears 
at literary festivals in the UK and abroad, leads 
masterclasses on writing and was a judge for the 
Bailey’s Prize for Women’s Fiction 2014.

Henry Bell
Tuesday 25 August, 7:00 - 9:00pm
Full details: www.bit.ly/GovFest
Henry is a writer and editor living on the 
Southside of Glasgow. He is the managing editor 
of Gutter Magazine, a biannual literary magazine 
which was the bestselling book at the Edinburgh 
International Book Festival in 2018. Henry has 
edited books including A Bird is Not a Stone, a 
collection of contemporary Palestinian poetry 
in translation. His biography of John Maclean, 
Hero of Red Clydeside was published in 2018. A 
collection of Henry’s poetry “The Last Lochan” 
was published by Speculative Books this year.
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Murray Armstrong
Wednesday 26 August, 7:00 - 9:00pm
Full details: www.bit.ly/GovFest
Murray is former associate editor at the 
Guardian, where he worked for over twenty 
years. He is the author of The Liberty Tree: The 
Stirring Story of Thomas Muir and Scotland’s First 
Fight for Democracy (2014).

His latest book The Fight for Scottish 
Democracy: Rebellion and Reform in 1820 was 
published by Pluto Press this year.

Hannah Lavery
Thursday 27 August, 7:00 - 9:00pm
Full details: www. bit.ly/GovFest

Hannah is an award-
winning poet, playwright 
and performer. Her 
poetry has been 
published by Gutter 
Magazine, The Scotsman 
Newspaper and others.

Her f irst pamphlet of 
short f iction, Rocket 

Girls, was published by Postbox Press (October 
2018) and her poetry pamphlet, Finding Seaglass: 
Poems from The Drift, was recently published by 
Stewed Rhubarb Press (May 2019).

The Drift, her autobiographical play, was part of 
the National Theatre of Scotland’s season 2019 
and Scotland’s Black History Month 2018 and 
2019.

Stuart Cosgrove
Friday 28 August, 7:00 - 9:00pm
Full details: www. bit.ly/GovFest
Stuart is a well know writer and broadcaster. 
His “Soul Trilogy” Detroit 67, Memphis 68 and 
Harlem 69 weave a wonderful story of soul 
music set against a backdrop of civil rights, the 

war in Vietnam and disaffected youth. They 
are particularly relevant today as many of the 
themes have been brought back to the surface 
by Black Lives Matter.

Poetry and 
Spoken Word
Govanhill Polyglot 
Sessions
Online / Book at: www. bit.ly/GovFest
Join a group of fellow language enthusiasts to 
practise your Arabic, British Sign Language, 
Romanian, Polish, Romani or Spanish. Our 
recent online ‘Languages of Govanhill’ survey 
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showed that many local folk wanted to explore 
the 88 languages spoken in Govanhill. Open to 
everyone in Govanhill and beyond. Places limited 
and will be allocated on a f irst come, f irst served 
basis. Suitable for all adults regardless of level of 
knowledge of any of the languages spoken.

Govanhill Thriving Places

Poetry Patter
Saturday 29 August, Early Afternoon
Book at: www. bit.ly/GovFest
Join locals reading and talking about poetry from 
their countries of heritage. Indulge in the sound 
of original languages before you hear the English 
version of the poems. We’re meeting outdoors 
in Govanhill, in a small group to comply with 
distancing measures. Location will be revealed 
on the day to those who signed up. In case of 
adverse weather, we will move online.

Poetry Patter

Exhibitions
Banner Promenade
Tuesday 25 - Monday 31 August
The Deep End, 21 Nithsdale Street
Artist Sarah Leal is creating banner making 
packs for the community as well as collecting 
squares we receive back to make a collective 
community banner. Find out more about Sarah’s 
work via Instagram: @sarahlealstudio. We hope 
that squares will be made by participants from 
the Arts, Health and Wellbeing groups, ref lecting 
and celebrating the diversity of Govanhill and 
the acts of kindness people have given and 
received during lockdown.

Govanhill Baths

Govanhill “Life In 
Lockdown” Photo 
Documentary Exhibition
Govanhill Roma Youth Project and 
Govanhill Baths Youth Club
Walk round the streets of Govanhill and watch 
out for our banners and bunting created from 
collages of all the amazing photos young people 
and other residents in Govanhill have been taking  
during Lockdown.

Inspired by an idea from young people at 
Govanhill Roma Youth Project, they worked 
virtually in partnership with young people from 
Govanhill Baths Youth Club to select from photos 
sent in over a four week period to display weekly 
on various Facebook forums.

People were invited to send three photos of the 
view from their window, and something that 
was helping them get through lockdown in their 
home. What resulted is an historic documentary 
of what helped people in Govanhill survive the 
2020 COVID-19 Lockdown. The photos will also 
be available during the festival to view on the 
Govanhill Roma Youth Project and the Creative 
Govanhill Facebook pages.

Community Renewal
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Adapt and Act
Friday 21 – Monday 31 August
Queen’s Park Arena Poster Boards
This exhibition displays artwork and outcomes 
from Adapt and Act – a climate change and 
creative protest project by Govanhill-based 
Rumpus Room’s Young Activist group led by 
artist Lucy Grainge and writer-activist Rosemary 
Geary in partnership with Swap Market. Scan 
the QR code to access task sheets and a free 
online resources folder.

Inhouse in association with Rumpus Room and 
Swap Market

Children and 
Young People
Govanhill Children’s 
Festival
Saturday 22 – Saturday 29 August
Full details: www. bit.ly/GovFest
Govanhill Community Development Trust 
together with Licketyspit theatre, the OiOi 
Gaming Community and Glasgow Science Centre 
invite children and their families to a whole 

week of fun-f illed events including a Minecraft 
day, book festival, talent show, drama, song 
writing, video diaries, cookery, kids quiz, art and 
recycling, sports, prizes and giveaways and lots 
more! Contact: lmchendry@govanhillha.org for 
more information.

Led by Govanhill Community Development Trust

Photography
Network of Photographers for Palestine 
is a collective of photographers and 
activists which provides a showcase 
for Palestinians to display their 
photography on a world-wide stage. 
They have exhibited in Bethlehem, 
Birzeit, Gaza City, Cologne, Copenhagen, 
Tunis, London and all the major cities in 
Scotland. They have produced three 
exhibitions they intended to take on 
tour in Scotland and Germany. Whilst 
COVID-�9 virus put a brake on these live 
shows the collective have nevertheless 
produced these online exhibitions.

Humans of Palestine 
(Various Artists)
Friday 21 – Sunday 30 August
Online: www. bit.ly/GIFChumans
How do we remain human when we are 
deprived of the basic human rights accorded to 
most people around the world? This is an ever-
present question facing the people of Palestine 
under an Occupation which permeates every 
area of their lives. It is an Occupation which 
seeks to dehumanise Palestinians – and yet it 
is doomed to fail in the face of the humanity of 
the people it seeks to oppress. This exhibition 
of photographs depicts the indomitable spirit 
of the Palestinian people – their struggles, their 
inventiveness and their sheer will to survive.

Network of Photographers for Palestine
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Martyr
Friday 21 – Sunday 30 August
Online: www. bit.ly/GIFCmartyr
Aiyah Sibay is a poet, photographer and activist 
who currently lives and works in Florida. She 
studied English at the University of Maryland and 
Film Studies in Edinburgh. In 2017 she travelled 
to Palestine and recorded her impressions in 
this remarkable series of poems and images 
depicting her take on the notion of martyrdom 
in the Palestinian psyche. This exhibition was 
shown under the title An Alternative to 
Martyrdom in Palestine in Gallery Route 1, Point 
Reyes, California in December 2019 – January 
2020.

Network of Photographers for Palestine

Home, Away From Home
Friday 21 – Sunday 30 August
Online: www. bit.ly/GIFChome
Few people know – let alone care – about 
the huge number of Palestinians scattered 
throughout the world at this point in history. 
As the world attempts to stif le their stories, we 
present here a series of images of U.S., German 

and Scottish Palestinians seen through the lenses 
of three different photographers.

Najib Joe Hakim 
Palestinian photographer who works as a 
documentary and editorial photographer in 
the San Francisco Bay area. He is a Political Art 
Fellow at the Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, 
the recipient of the 2020 Rebuilding Alliance 
Storytellers Award for his Home Away from 
Home: Little Palestine by the Bay project and 
also a past nominee for the US Artist Fellowship.

Ursula Mindermann 
Lives in Telgte, Near Muenster, in the western 
part of Germany. She has a long and 
distinguished relationship with Palestine and its 
people. She has supported business enterprises 
in and around Bethlehem and has featured in 
two previous NPP exhibitions “Displaced” and 
“Humans of Palestine”. She is vice-president of 
the German-Palestine Society.

Craig Maclean 
One of Scotland’s foremost documentary 
photographers. His work has featured in the 
Scottish National Gallery, the Sottish National 
Portrait Gallery, and the Gallery of Modern Art 
in Glasgow. He has also taught photography in 
prisons, community centres and to people living 
on the streets.

Network of Photographers for Palestine

Simon Murphy – 
Govanhill Street Level
Friday 21 – Sunday 30 August
Various locations on the streets of 
Govanhill
Simon Murphy aims to give an insight into the 
diverse and vibrant area of Govanhill with a 
series of portraits to be displayed in windows as 
part of a photo trail during the festival.

Simon’s career has enabled him to travel 
extensively shooting human interest stories in 
countries such as Bangladesh, The Democratic 
republic of Congo, Rwanda and Cambodia.

His portraiture subjects range from individuals 
such as the Dalai Lama to musicians and actors 
including Noel Gallagher, Bobby Gillespie and 
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John Hurt. Up to now, the images have only been 
available through a limited edition newspaper 
that Simon publishes and distributes free around 
the shops and café’s in the area.

“The idea is that to get hold of a newspaper, 
people have to come in to Govanhill and 
f ind one. I post clues on my Instagram page 
(smurph77).

“While searching for a newspaper the individual 
might buy a coffee or a record, contributing a 
little to the local economy, or perhaps change 
preconceived ideas that have been formed due 
to negative publicity.

“The project is about community and diversity. 
Govanhill is not without its problems but it’s also 
a place where people come together and share 
culture and experience. It’s an exciting place that 
I love and where I have many connections.

“My images have always been about celebrating 
diversity and seeing beauty in our differences. 
Sometimes it’s important to ask yourself diff icult 
questions and Photography has the power to 
trigger thoughts in people’s minds that can plant 
the seeds for change.”

Street Level Photoworks

Film and 
Moving Image
Open-Air Screening: 
La Belle et la Bête
Full details: www. bit.ly/GovFest
Open-Air Screening of La Belle et la Bête, 1946, 
hosted by GAMIS. An early cinematic iteration 
of the Beauty and the Beast story we all know 
and love, told through the surreal imagination of 
Jean Cocteau. We have selected this title to f it 
within the Govanhill International Festival theme 
of anti-racism since the character of The Beast 
in La Belle et La Bête transforms when shown 
love and compassion. This encourages us to 
look beyond our f irst impressions of those we 
may initially view as ‘other’ because they look, 
sound or behave differently to ourselves and 
our families. The story teaches us that empathy, 
creativity and imagination can change us and 
those around us.

GAMIS in association with Music Broth
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White Riot Screening + 
Q&A + Afterparty
Friday 21 August, 7:00 – 10:00pm
Full details: www. bit.ly/GovFest
It’s three years since the f irst Govanhill Festival 
took inspiration from the Rock Against Racism 
(RAR) movement hosted Roots, Rock, Reggae 
Against Racism in Queen’s Park bandstand with 
Aswad, Misty in Roots, Black Roots and more.

Glasgow Love Music Hate Racism (LMHR) 
has since taken its own inspiration from that 
momentous movement as a new generation 
forges unity through the power of music in the 
struggle against racism and the rise of the far 
right.

This summer racist thugs unleashed violence on 
our streets. The terrible incident at the Park Inn 
Hotel shone a light on the conditions created 
for refugees by the UK government’s hostile 
environment. We need unity more than ever to 
ensure that black lives and refugee lives matter.

Glasgow LMHR and Modern Films will screen 
Rubika Shah’s award-winning f ilm White Riot, 
documenting the RAR movement and its 
1978 Carnival Against The Nazis, plus a panel 
discussion with the director, home grown RAR 
punks and special guests. The night concludes 
with a special LMHR Living Room afterparty.

Love Music Hate Racism in association with 
The Rum Shack

Where You’re Meant  
To Be
Sunday 23 August
Full details & booking: www. bit.ly/GovFest
Paul Fegan’s f irst feature documentary follows 
Scottish cult-pop raconteur and former Arab 
Strap frontman Aidan Moffat as he tours 
Scotland in 2014, performing his modern re-
interpretations of old folk songs. It was meant 
to be a tour that celebrated communities and 
lore. But just before they hit the road, Moffat met 

Sheila Stewart: a 79-year-old force of nature, 
the last in a line of travelling folk royalty, and a 
balladeer whose life – and unexpected death, 
in 2014 – upturned Moffat’s folk assumptions, 
and diverted the course of Fegan’s f ilm. The 
ensuing f ilm is a warm-hearted journey through 
music, mortality, landscape and time. It’s also a 
moving, wry and enlightening depiction of two of 
Scotland’s most distinct and vital voices, as they 
cross paths (and words). The screening will be 
followed with a Q and A with the director.

Govanhill Baths in association with The Rum Shack

Friday 28 August, 7:00pm
Full details: www. bit.ly/GovFest
Following the success of last year’s CineRoma, the 
UK’s f irst Roma Film Festival in partnership with 
Southside Film, Romano Lav will be hosting a 
special f ilm screening during this year’s Govanhill 
International Festival. Our selection committee of 
young local Roma will be selecting their favourite 
f ilm from last year’s programme to show on the 
day. The f ilm will be preceded by an introduction 
with ref lections on the importance of CineRoma 
2019 and the f ilm’s inclusion in GIFC festival 2020.

Romano Lav

Heritage
Loved and Lost: 
Guided Tour of Govanhill
Sundays 23 & 30 August 
2:00 - 4:00pm
Full details & booking: www. bit.ly/GovFest
Take a walk around old Govanhill, with local 
historian Bruce Downie, author of Loved and 
Lost: Govanhill’s Built Heritage. Discover how 
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a few miner’s cottages became the heart of 
Industrial Glasgow, how an area known to some 
as No Man’s Land became the Burgh of Govanhill 
and one of the most vibrant suburbs of Glasgow. 
Learn the history and heritage of a remarkable 
community and the people from around the 
world who made it their home, the rif le regiment 
that became a football team, cinemas and 
skating rinks, churches, mosques, synagogues 
and swimming pools. Limited spaces, donations 
welcome.

Govanhill Baths

Govanhill Baths Archive 
Showcase
Saturday 29 & Sunday 30 August 
12:00 noon – 5:00pm
The Deep End, 21 Nithsdale Street
Discover the objects, documents, photographs, 
banners and audio-visual material, which tell 
the story of Govanhill Baths from its use as 
an Edwardian Baths and Wash-House, to the 
Save Our Pool campaign and the development of 
the Govanhill Baths Community Trust. Bring your 
own stories and share in our memory books.

Govanhill Baths
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Talks and 
Discussions
Black Lives Matter – 
Black and Scottish
Saturday 22 August, 2:00 – 4:00pm
Full details: www. bit.ly/GovFest
Brian Austin of The Rum Shack chairs a 
discussion on being black and Scottish in the 
Black Lives Matter era. Panel – Ira Osborne 
(Bass Warrior Sound System), Barrington Reeves 
(Too Gallus, Black Lives Matter) and Hannah 
Lavery (author, The Lament for Sheku Bayoh).

The Rum Shack in association with Govanhill Baths

Music
Govanhill Street Music 
Festival
Sunday 30 August, 1:00 – 5:00pm
For locations see: www. bit.ly/GovFest
Govanhill’s musical heritage is as diverse as its 
people. Govanhill Street Festival will engage 
dozens of musician’s groups and organisations 
– some of whom will compose new music and 
songs, and others who will rehearse traditional 
music to showcase and celebrate the rich 
diversity and abundance of musicians based 
in Govanhill. These musicians will be invited to 
perform from their tenement windows, local 
shopfronts and the entranceway to organisations, 
as well as sites across Queen’s Park. The 
concerts will be short and staged throughout the 
day, please refer to the online map, for where the 
music will be taking place.

Govanhill Baths in association with Ando Glas, 
Music Broth and Big Noise
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Celebrate Govanhill

www.govanhillbaths.com/festival

Registered Scottish Charity No. SC036162

Tel: 0141 433 2999
Email: info@govanhillbaths.com

Govanhill Baths Community Trust
126 Calder Street
Govanhill
Glasgow
G42 7QP

www.twitter.com/govanhillbaths

www.facebook.com/GovanhillBathsCommunityTrust

www.instagram.com/govanhillbaths/

www.bit.ly/BathsYouTube


