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1917 to 2017 
100 Years of  
Govanhill Baths 
Govanhill Baths opened to the 
public, for the first time, on 28th 
February 1917.  As we move towards 
the second grand re-opening in 
2019, Govanhill Baths Community 
Trust is celebrating the last hundred 
years of the Baths and Govanhill. A 
series of commissions, workshops, 
events and exhibitions are planned 
over 10 weeks from the anniversary 
onwards. 

‘Before the Bikini to the Burkini’ 
Mon 28 Feb - 6pm  
An exhibition showcasing the 
swimming costumes over the last 100 
hundred years worn by users of the 
facility. Swimming costumes designed 
and made by Amelia Rowe and Gabby 
Cullen, in association with Rags to 
Riches.  Exhibition runs until 27th 
Mar.

Govanhill 1917 – What was it like?  
Mon 28 Feb - Mon 08 May  
What was Govanhill like c. 1917, what 
was Glasgow like? We present a 
multimedia exhibition which looks 
at the demographic, including the 
Irish, Jewish and Italian communities 
and considers: housing; transport; 
industry; schools; cinemas and other 
leisure activities of the people of that 
time.

We will be collaborating with a 
number of organisations and in April 
there will be a series of workshops 
with school pupils and older residents 
culminating in an extended exhibition 
from 1st – 8th May.

If you are interested in taking part 
or have any photographs or other 
materials from this time please get in 
touch with Paula –  
archive@govanhillbaths.com
 
Historic Tours of the Baths  
Sat 25 Mar – 12-5pm 
Join us on Saturday 25 March for a 
tour of the building and open day.  
Characters from Govanhill’s history 
will take you around the building 
while telling the story of Govanhill 
and it’s wonderful Edwardian Bath-
House.

Mon 03 Apr – 6pm  
Launch of a specially commissioned 
banner to commemorate the hundred 
year history of Govanhill Baths. 



WE ARE CELEBRATING!

Welcome to the Spring Edition of What’s On at Govanhill Baths.   
Not only are we celebrating the centenary of the opening of the building in 1917, 
we are also celebrating the re-opening of our Learners Pool, and public swimming 
returning to Govanhill for the first time in 16 years!  There are a wide range of 
events and activities to take part in over the spring and, more importantly, you 
can have a direct involvement in the next stage of the development by pledging 
to support our Community Shares issue (see centre pages).  
Thank you all for your continued support. 

UNITED WE WILL SWIM! 

GETTING HERE

By Train - regular trains run from Glasgow Central 
station to Queen’s Park, a 5 minute walk from the 
baths along Victoria Road.

By Bus - the no. 4, 5, 6 & 7 and many other buses 
travel from the City Centre down Victoria Road.

BOOKING INFORMATION

If you need any further information for an event, class or course please call 0141 
433 2999 or email info@govanhillbaths.com
 

front cover picture - Nathan Coley’s “You Imagine What You Desire”

To keep up to date with what’s happening or to join our mailing list visit  
www.govanhillbaths.com
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RAGS TO RICHES

Rags to Riches is an award winning 
upcycling project which provides 
workspace and educational 
programmes since 2011. With our 
team of “upcycling professionals” 
we aim to inspire and reskill our 
community. We produce a range of 
locally crafted affordable ‘upcycled’ 
products which we sell at the Baths 
and in various other outlets. Rags 
to Riches also provides an outreach 
service at competitive prices.

For more information on Rags to 
Riches or to find out about classes 
and workshops email Nadine 
ragstoriches@govanhillbaths.com

SEW LA TEA DOUGH 

Our monthly events are aimed 
at supporting those interested in 
alternatives to Fast Fashion! We 
swap, repair, revamp and upcycle 
clothing to keep them looking good 
and in circulation for longer!  
Our expert volunteers are on hand 
to help you patch, darn, hem, alter 
or even make an item from scratch!  
(Refreshments and home baking 
available.)  
1st Saturday of the month - 04 Mar, 
01 Apr, 06 May 10:30am - 1:30pm 
*FREE (Donations welcome) 

 

COURSES & WORKSHOPS

CAST OFFS

Want to learn to knit or crochet, 
improve your knitting skills or 
exchange patterns in a welcoming 
atmosphere? 

Drop in to Cast Offs held weekly. 
Tea, coffee and biscuits included.                                         
Every Monday  
12:30 - 2:30pm *FREE

TRASH INSTRUMENT AND 
ORCHESTRA WORKSHOP 

Come and make instruments out of 
garbage.  We also aim to develop and 
practice songs to showcase at the 
Southside Fringe.  Join in the musical 
fun and be part of a new exciting 
project.  No musical ear required! 



Govanhill Baths           
Fishing Club

Archery for 
Beginners

Whether you are a beginner or a 
seasoned fly or bait fisher come and 
join our friendly club. Club activities 
involve fly tying classes and outings. 
2nd Monday of every Month  
6:30 - 7:30pm *FREE

Whether you’re inspired by 
childhood games or Game of 
Thrones, archery is worth a shot. 
Why not join our six week course? 
Equipment provided.  
Saturdays 01 Apr - 06 May  
1-3pm *FREE 

Pottery for Improvers

This six week course builds and 
improves on the basic skills learnt 
in our ‘Pottery for beginners’. 
Additionally, you will be introduced 
to press moulding and a bigger range 
of decorative techniques incl. wax 
resist and overlaying glazes, which 
when combined, creates more 
technically accomplished pieces. 
Fridays 1 - 3pm  
21 Apr – 26 May *FREE

Pottery for Beginners

A six week course suitable for 
beginners. Participants will explore 
different techniques to make hand-
built pots and sculptures incl. 
pinch, coil, slab and tiles. Explore  
decoration to see your ideas come 
to life. Fridays 10:30 - 12:30pm  
21 Apr – 26 May *FREE

* FREE CLASSES

Preference is given to people 
from the G41  and G42 areas or 
those who are not in employment 
training or full time education. To 
book call 0141 433 2999 or email 
info@govanhillbaths.com



COMMUNITY SHARES
Buy a share pledge of the Baths for you and your 
loved ones and save the Baths this year

What is it?

After 16 years of determination, we are so close to saving this unique piece 
of Glasgow’s heritage and reopening Govanhill Baths as the swimming 
and wellbeing centre our community needs. Refurbishment will cost over 
£6million, and we only have around £1million left to raise—if we pool 
together, we will make this happen! Secure your spot in the Community 
Shares programme and pledge today—you won’t have to pay anything until 
we have raised our goal!

What are Community Shares?

Community Shares are a way for communities to fund and run large 
projects together. If many people donate what they can, we can afford 
the refurbishment. Each donor will hold one share, and will be able to 
participate in shaping the future of Govanhill Baths. A community share 
cannot be sold to someone else, but can be withdrawn after 3 years. 
While you will have the option to accrue interest on your investment, 
community shares are not intended to be money-making projects: this is a 
long-term investment where the main profit is for the community itself.



What do I get?

For every pledge, you will secure your spot in the community 
shares programme. When we reach our fundraising target, you will 
then be prompted to begin a payment schedule and will receive 
your own share certificate. You will be able to collect interest on 
your investment each year, as well as participating in the Annual 
General Meeting, electing board members and making strategic 
decisions for the Baths. Your promise to become a shareholder of 
this magnificent building will allow us to save this vital resource 
from dilapidation for future generations to come, and put the 
power back into the community’s hands. put the power back into 
the community’s hands. 

What do I have to do?

Pledging is simple! Either complete the shares questionnaire 
available at the Baths and hand it into the Baths, or visit 
govanhillbaths.com/pledge2017 to fill in your contact details, 
and how much you want to pledge. Pledges can be anything from 
£100 to £100,000, and can be paid on a monthly subscription over 
a year or two. That’s less than £5 a month for two years to be a 
shareholder of Govanhill Baths! Shares above £500 will be subject 
to 30% tax relief, allowing you to save money while donating to 
your local community!

Shares above £500 will be subject to the Enterprise Investment Scheme, 
allowing shareholders to claim 30% of their share cost in tax relief.



GOVANHILL BATHS ART
We have a varied and exciting Spring Programme ahead.  Watch our website 
for details of events at Southside Fringe in May and a one-off event with 
Scottish ballet as part of Dance International Festival 2017.  We continue 
to support and collaborate with artists, helping to develop new work by 
Sara Sharaawi, Deniz Uster and others. Thanks to Creative Scotland we have 
commissioned Nathan Coley (see front cover)  to work with our design team 
on the possibility of his art being a permanent part of our refurbishment, 
and will soon announce the artist who will produce our 1917-2017 
commemorative banner. For further details on our programme or to get 
involved email Jim art@govanhillbaths.com

CCA and Govanhill Baths Art 
present: Katia Kameli Stream of 
Stories, Chapter 3 
Sat 11 Mar 2017 4pm - FREE but 
ticketed - to book call  
0141 352 4900  
As part of the Forms of Action 
series at The CCA, Katia Kameli 
presents the third chapter of 
Stream of Stories, a body of work 
which interrogates the origins of 
La Fontaine’s classic collection 
of fables. This performance at 
Govanhill Baths is devised in 
collaboration with members of the 
community and Glasgow School of 
Art students.

The Deep End – Govanhill Theatre 
Scratch Nights 
The Deep End is a monthly scratch 
night at the Govanhill Baths that 
features 10 minute acts from 
comedians, musicians, playwrights, 
poets and other performers.  If 
you want to take part or need 
more information email Melanie 
TheDeepEnd@govanhillbaths.com 

Sat 04 Mar, Sat 01 Apr, Sat 06 May 
7.30pm, entry by donation.



THEATRE
Govanhill Theatre Present - My 
Name is Rachel Corrie by Rachel 
Corrie. Edited by Alan Rickman and 
Katherine Viner. Directed by Bruce 
Downie and Hera MacPhail

The moving account of the life and 
early death of a young female activist, 
adapted from her own writings.

‘My Name is Rachel Corrie’ is a play 
based on Rachel’s diaries and emails, 
edited by Alan Rickman and journalist 
Katharine Viner. 

Rachel Aliene Corrie (April 10, 1979 
to March 16, 2003) was an American 
Evergreen State College student 
and member of the International 
Solidarity Movement (ISM) who 
traveled to the Gaza Strip during the 
Second Intifada. She was killed by a 
Caterpillar D9R armoured bulldozer 
operated by the Israel Defense 
Forces during a protest against the 
destruction of Palestinian homes by 
the IDF in the Gaza Strip. The details 
of the events surrounding Corrie’s 
death, as she stood between an Israeli 
bulldozer and a Palestinian home, are 
disputed. While an Israeli military 
investigation ruled her death an 
accident, eyewitnesses maintain that 
Corrie was run over deliberately.

Tue 18 to Sat 22 Apr 7.30pm 
Tickets £10/£6 from 
brownpapertickets.com

Rent Strike! 
Written by Fatima Uygun and Colin 
Poole - featuring songs and music by 
Alistair Hulett and Gavin Livingstone.  
Directed by Fatima Uygun.

It’s 1915 and men are marching to war. 
In the tenements of Govan, Annie and 
her friends are preparing for their own 
battle. Rent Strike, a musical, tells the 
inspiring story of how ordinary working 
class women organised themselves 
to fight back against exploitative 
landlords. 

Mon 15 to Sat 20 May 7.00pm. Tickets 
£10/£6 from brownpapertickets.com



ROOTED IN THE COMMUNITY

Govanhill Baths Community Trust aim to provide an overall, holistic approach 
to well-being in our community.  As well as our organising classes, events 
and providing space for community groups to use, we also have a range of 
support services available for local people with specific needs .

Govanhill Baths Advice Centre provides advice and advocacy on benefits 
and money problems. We can help with claims, sanctions appeals and debt 
advice.  The Advice Centre is open Mon-Wed, 10am-5pm each week. This is an 
appointment only service, for further information call 0141 433 2999. 

Positive Action in Housing, advice and interpretation service. On Thursday 
mornings, PAIH provides an advice drop-in with interpreters for people who 
struggle with English. The interpreter speaks Romanian and some other 
European languages.  PAIH can be contacted at 0141 353 2220.

BATHS ARCHIVE PROJECT - We Need You !

Did you, your mum, granny or auntie use the steamie? We need stories, 
photographs - anything related to life in the steamie and beyond...

Our Archive is a local history resource. We have a truly unique collection of 
materials reflecting the story of the Baths from municipal swimming baths 
and wash house to its occupation and the development of the Community 
Trust (GBCT).  To visit, share a memory, loan an object to the archive email 
Paula:  archive@govanhillbaths.com         Tel: 0141 433 2999



It is never too early (or late) to learn to swim.  Swimming is a sport for life, 
and an essential lifelong skill that could save a life.  Learning to swim helps to 
build strength, coordination and confidence and provides an opportunity to 
become more active and healthier.  

Govanhill Baths have now opened the Learner’s Pool.  We have developed a 
range of classes to be delivered by our Swimming Teacher, and the pool is 
also available for private hire.

Our swimming classes all aim to develop water confidence and basic water 
movement.  Swimming strokes will then be introduced as the learner 
progresses.  Classes are delivered in small groups, allowing the teacher to 
focus on the learners and tailor the lesson accordingly.  1 to 1 or 1 to 2 lessons 
may be available on request.

Adult & Baby (12wks+) Introduce adult and child to the swimming 
environment, promoting bonding, and emphasis is on fun, with lots of songs.

Adult & Toddler (12mths+) Build water confidence and begin to teach 
water movement skills through songs, games and guided learning.

Pre-School (3-5yrs) Encourage independent movement, working on core 
aquatic skills through structured play using fun games and songs.

Child (4.5yrs+) Develop independent movement skills in all 4 strokes, 
competence in floating and submerging skills and coordination.

Teen & Adult Build water confidence and teach water movement skills, 
improving basic stroke technique.

For more information on Govanhill Baths Swim or to find out about classes or 
private hire of the Learner’s Pool, see our website, or email Car 
swimming@govanhillbaths.com
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