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Welcome to the OPoolside Guardian,0O the Govanhill
Baths Community TrustOs regular newsletter.

SOUP, SONG AND A SWALLY: SUNDAY 27 ™ JULY

presents

July's "Soup, Song and a
Swally" fundraiser will
smiyzewy 1aKe place on the 27th
3 doorsonen 10 July at 1pm, Upstairs @
peern®  McNeill's Bar, Torrisdale
rammennesned - St featuring  Fraser
T Spjers, Scotland's
e "foremost harmonica
narmonica player PlAyer,”  with  guitarist
Alistair Hulett.

Also featuring the band

* Fraser Spiers swing Guitars.

w Mlistair hulenonguitar Our ~ BFriendsO  group
» Swing Guitars meetings continue
R fortnightly on the second
R and fourth Tuesdays of
each month at the Daisy Street Neighbourhoood
Centre, Govanhill. Everyone is welcome to attend -
please contact Esther at info@govanhillbaths.com if
you are interested.

e STEMEIENE e www gowsahas -

THE PROJECT TEAM GETS ON WITH ITS BUSINESS

CALL FOR MORE OFRIENDSO OF THE BATHS

The Project Team continues to meet on a 6 weekly cycle.
The minutes are available on the web site at
www.govanhillbaths.com. Apart from general issues of
development it has formed three working groups that are
dealing with the planning application for the baths, the
housing complex that is to be built above the old steamie
and an arts and regeneration group. These are
progressing smoothly and the arts group is currently busy
planning and designing a system of signage for the outside
of the baths so that the local community and general public
will be in no doubt that everything is on course for the
opening of new Sports and Wellbeing Centre.

THE BOARD SETS OUT A TIMELINE FOR THE
COMPLETION OF THE PROJECT

A Timeline of activities starting from a year ago until the
opening of the complex in March 2011 has been published
and is available on the web site. This gives a good
indication of all of the intensive and valuable work that has
been completed to date and what is still required. In

particular we are grateful to the OFriendsO of the Baths who

continue to give us considerable support in all we do. The
plan is to re-open the Sports and Wellbeing Centre 10
years to the day on which it was closed!

The list of OFriendsO is steadily growing but we need more
If you wish to assist the campaign in its work to ensure
that all of the plans run to schedule then do consider
becoming a OFriendO by completing the application form o
the web site, or get in touch if youOd like a form posted tc
you. On the other hand, if you have no spare time you
can just donate! You can make a one off donation or pay a
regular small sum B every penny counts! The Friends
continue to meet every two weeks, the next meeting
being on 15 th July at 7pm at Daisy Street Family
Centre, Daisy Street Govanbhill

BOARD SET TO TAKE OWNERSHIP OF THE BATHS
SITE

In a move that will have considerable impact on the
Project overall, Glasgow City Council has announced its
intention to donate several sites in the city where
communities are struggling to develop them for continued
or other usage. The site of Govanhill Baths is one of them
and full details of the CouncilOs new policy can be seen or
our web site. A major reason for this policy shift is the fact
that the Big Lottery is loath to grant money to groups who
do not have ownership of the property they intend to
develop. One consequence of this is that less large grant
money is made available to Glasgow than many other
local authorities. As we have announced in earlier
Poolside Guardians our Big Lottery Application for up to
£3M is at an advanced stage and Big Lottery has
appointed a mentor to the TrustOs Boad in order to assist
in the final stage application that has to be submitted in
October this vyear. Ownership of the Baths will
considerably assist this funding bid.

GBCT BOARD COLLBORATES WITH STRATHCLYDE
UNIVERSITY TO DEVELOP NEW
'CENTRE FOR COMMUNITY PRACTICE'.

We announced details of this Project in our last Poolside
Guardian. The Centre will respond to the challenges of
urban change through original research,
policy/programme evaluation work, action research,
development and policy analysis. There will be an
international conference to inaugurate this Centre in
November this year and plans are now going ahead to
organise this with an international call for papers around
the theme regeneration and community practice. We
anticipate that this will involve a considerable number of
disciplines including, architecture, health, housing,
community arts, history and literature, sport and well-
being, the law and discrimination and even engineering!
Watch out for the next Poolside Guardian for final dates
and arrangements.
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THE COMMUNITY PRACTICE CENTRE & MORE
PREMISES FOR THE TRUST!

The Board has opened negotiations and is making
funding applications for the opening of new premises very
close to the Baths that will house the new Centre. We
are doing this because our charity shop is simply not big
enough to develop all aspects of our work. The premises
will also act as an office and management base for the
Board as well as a resource centre for the community
with regard to all aspects of news, information and
literature related to sports and well being. It will be a
base for the OFriendsO of the baths and charity shop
volunteers. It will also house computers for community
use, a small library of resources and a space where all
aspects of the plans to re-open the baths as a sports and
well being centre can be seen and explored. It will house
a model of the proposed new complex and people will be
able to comment and make suggestions about ongoing
plans.

CALL FOR COMMUNITY RESEARCHERS!

We have previously announced this research funded by
the Scottish Action Research Fund (SCARF), but there
have been some technical difficulties in getting it started.
However the full funding is now in place and the research
will be competed by the end of September in time for
inclusion within our business plan.

The Trust is now finalizing the recruitment of 8 community
researchers to assist in the collection and analysis of data
and writing this community research report. If you are
interested in assisting in the study get in touch at
info@govanhllbaths.com by 18" July 2008. Full
training will be given.

The aim of the research is to report the opinions of the
local Black and Minority Ethnic residents, including recent
arrivals, in order to:

¥ measure the impact of the closure of the Govanhill
Baths on the local community

¥ estimate the community usage of the proposed
Govanhill Sports and Well-being Centre (GSWBC)

¥ determine the physical activity and recreational needs
of the local BME Govanhill community

We will encourage members of the local community to
share their views on the benefits the proposed GSWBC
would provide them.

A primary goal of this research is to increase the capacity
of the community to do research for itself. It will facilitate
the development of research and communication skills -
skills that can then be used to develop other research
programmes in the community.

email: info@govanhillbaths.com phone: 0141 4238705

MOSELEY ROAD BATHS BIRMINGHAM FIGHTS BACK

In circumstances entirely parallel with Govanhill Baths
back in 2000, and in an area very similar to Govanhill,
Friends of Moseley Road are organising to preserve their
swimming baths built in 1907. A magnificent building is
being left to go to rack and ruin and a valuable two pooled
baths lost. However, in spite of being closed completely
for a year 4 years ago on alleged health and safety
grounds the community fought back and one pool is open
again. However there are fears that without full council
support it will close again completely and be converted
into some other community usage the council deems fil
and appropriate. The Friends there are determined that
this will not happen and the baths preserved!

They organised a national seminar about the plight of the
baths recently and the GBCT Board was invited to send a
keynote speaker. Andrew Johnson went from our Board
and provided a resume of what has happened at Govanbhill
over the last 8 years and made suggestions as to what
might be done next at Moseley Road. This was received
well and the two baths are committed to working together,
alongside several other baths that have been closed or are
planned for closure by local authorities across the country.
More details of Moseley Road in the next edition but go tc
www.thestirrer.co.uk the story about those baths.

WHEN WILL THE BATHS REOPEN?
The Story so far..

Our aim is to reopen and refurbish the Calder Streel
Baths for the purposes of improving the lives of people
living in Govanhill and its surrounding areas through the
establishment of a Sporting and Wellbeing Complex.

The Complex will retain the three swimming pools as well
as provide a variety of sporting, recreational and cultural
activities including; fitness exercise clinics, a healthy
eating cafZ, Turkish Baths,gym, cinema, asthma and
hydrotherapy clinic. The complex will also include Social
Housing, artist studios and affordable workspaces for local
community groups and social enterprise companies. The
Trust is working with its partners including Govanhill
Housing Association and GCC to begin work by late 2010.

The Sporting and Wellbeing Centre will be affordable to all
and run for and by the local community. For detailed
information about the campaign and to view the
architectural designs for the building, log onto our website

at www.govanhillbaths.com

UNITED WE WILL SWIM!




